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ACT I

Scene 1


	Setting:
	Interior of the scribes’ work place: A structure cordoned off into small work rooms wherein scribes spend their days copying scrolls of holy scripture. One such work room, containing two desks and two chairs, is at stage right. A doorway to this room is at its rear and has a curtain across it. Scrolls are arranged neatly in the room. An oil lamp hangs from the ceiling.


	At Rise:
	It is the start of a work day for the scribes.  JOSIAH, a senior scribe and teacher of the younger scribes, is seated at a desk, carefully copying a scroll. ZECHARIAH, a young novice, enters through the doorway at the back of the work room carrying his writing tools and a bag containing his food.




JOSIAH
(Sitting at a desk, immersed in his work, startled by ZECHARIAH’s entrance.) Zechariah, make some sound when you come in!


ZECHARIAH
I am sorry master Josiah. (Puts his bag down.) I did not mean to frighten you.


JOSIAH
I am no longer frightened, now that I am dead. (Gets up from the desk.) A person gets so immersed in the work, trying to make every character perfect. (Rubs his fingers.)


ZECHARIAH
Yes, I know. (Begins arranging his work area.) Last month, I was copying one of the Psalms of Asaph and did not realize I was singing it out loud until Rabbi Bariah came in and started singing along with me. 


JOSIAH
I was reviewing the work you did yesterday.

ZECHARIAH
I hope you were pleased with it.


JOSIAH
Very. But as your teacher and senior scribe I am obligated to find some fault somewhere. (Pause, smiles.) Give me some time now. (Remembering) Ah, yes. Three things – not faults really, but important things to keep in mind as you work. First, resist the temptation to make any alteration by yourself when copying a text.


ZECHARIAH
Yes, of course. That was the first thing I was told when I began my studies – and have been reminded of many times since.


JOSIAH
(Holds his hand up.) But it bears repeating. If you see anything strange on the original scroll, stop your work and come and get me or one of the other senior scribes to review it. We will assemble a council and then we will determine how best to handle the situation.   


ZECHARIAH
Yes. I will. That is, I will not make any alterations on my own.


JOSIAH
Good. And of course, you always want to be careful that you do not fall into reading the stories you are copying.


ZECHARIAH
(Rolls his eyes, moans slightly.)


JOSIAH
(Raises his hand.) I am not bringing up past mistakes. This is another point that bears repeating.


ZECHARIAH
And repeating, and repeating... 	



JOSIAH
(Slaps ZECHARIAH lightly in the head.) Do not disrespect your master, boy. And remember how much effort is now decaying in the earth. Three days of work. All of Ezekiel we had to bury.


ZECHARIAH
Not all.


JOSIAH
Almost all. And almost all is all enough.


ZECHARIAH
(Starts to protest.) But...


JOSIAH
(Raises his hand to counter ZECHARIAH’s protest.) As I said... we are not bringing up past mistakes. Rather, we are emphasizing important things to keep in mind. (Turns to ZECHARIAH and shakes his finger.) Do not read the stories you are copying! When you read the stories while you are copying the scroll, your mind will try to fill what it imagines to be holes. You will invent an ending that is not there. You will put in a word that your foolish heart feels is missing but that the Almighty did not say. Remember, the sacred text also means what it does not say.


ZECHARIAH
Yes, I will remember that.


JOSIAH
So to help you not read the scrolls, remember to review the letters on the older scroll in reverse order so you do not fall into reading it. That makes it easier to pick out any mark that is not a character but is some dirt or the remains of an insect. Then of course, come and get me. Or, any of the other senior scribes and have them look at it. We will be able to determine what it is and, if needed, guide you in how to deal with it. (Sighs, looks up to heaven.) Then we pray we do not have to bury another scroll.  


ZECHARIAH
I will.  

JOSIAH
(As if beginning a lecture. ZECHARIAH looks upward.) You see, as papyrus or parchment age, there may be discolorations that appear on them. They could easily look like a character of some sort. Or, perhaps a drop of candle wax or lamp oil falls onto the scroll. I have seen that. I have seen a drop of something look like a character as it gets old and darkens. A speck of something may cause a Yowd to look like a Vav [“vawv”], or a Daleth [“daw-leth”] look like a He [“hay”].


ZECHARIAH
Yes. (Pause) What is the third?


JOSIAH
Third what?


ZECHARIAH
You said you were going to tell me three things to keep in mind while I work. You mentioned two. What is the third?


JOSIAH
Ah! (Tries to recall.) The third... the third... It will come to me. And when it does, I will tell you. (Smiles) But it is true what I tell you now. You are doing very well for a novice. Where do you resume this morning?


ZECHARIAH
(Moves to his desk.) I am early in the books of the kings. The people of Israel have demanded a king. (Unrolls a scroll on the desk and points to it.) Here. The prophet Samuel warns the people what a king will do to them. (Starts skimming through the scroll.) He will take your sons... Take your daughters... Take your fields and vineyards... Take your donkeys and flocks... and make the people his servants. You know the rest I am sure. I left off at the point where Saul has been made king over Israel.


JOSIAH
(Laughs) The behavior of kings has not changed these past thousand years. (Moves toward the door of the room.) Please continue. I must go to Rabbi Ezra’s house. We have some business to discuss. I will be back later this morning. (Exits through the door at the back of the room.)

ZECHARIAH
Yes, master Josiah. (Begins to organize the scrolls and his tools. He sits and scans the scroll to find his place.) Let me see... where am I? Ah. (Reads) “Now the war against the Philistines was severe all the days of Saul...” (Picks up his reed and begins to write, saying the words as he writes them.) “And when Saul saw any strong man or any valiant man... he... attached... him... to... himself...”


Scene 2


(Lights dim over ZECHARIAH, come up over center stage, showing SAMUEL and SAUL at center with some PEOPLE OF ISRAEL around them. Inaudible cheerful talk among the PEOPLE OF ISRAEL.)


SAMUEL
(Speaks cheerfully to SAUL) The Lord sent me to anoint you king over his people... (Waves his hand over everyone watching.) ...over Israel! (PEOPLE OF ISRAEL cheer.) Now therefore, listen to the words of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts... (SAMUEL faces downstage, goes into a trance.) “I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel - for the way they set themselves against Israel as they were coming up from Egypt. Now go and strike the Amalekites and utterly destroy all that they have. Do not spare them, but put to death both man and woman, children and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.” (PEOPLE OF ISRAEL cheer. SAMUEL comes out of the trance, gradually moves upstage.)


SAUL
(Moves downstage. Calls loudly.) Summon the people!

(The PEOPLE OF ISRAEL run back and forth across the stage in all directions as if spreading good news. SFX of drums beating. SFX of soldiers marching. SFX of distant cheering and shouting. SAUL runs back and forth, stage right and stage left, waiving at people off stage to come join him. Cheerful, enthusiastic SOLDIERS come on stage from all directions. One of the SOLDIERS hands SAUL a sword. Another SOLDIER puts a robe on SAUL. Another SOLDIER puts a crown on SAUL.)


SAUL
(Yells and thrusts his sword in the air toward stage right.)  Summon the people! (A call comes from off-stage right, “Two-hundred thousand foot soldiers!” SOLDIER cheer. SAUL yells and thrusts his sword in the air toward stage left.)  Summon the people! (A call comes from off stage left, “Ten thousand men of Judah!” SOLDIERS cheer.)

(SAUL runs off stage left toward the battle. SOLDIERS follow him, cheering. Some SOLDIERS move to center stage, swinging their swords as if in combat. They move in a choreographed way, illustrating the harmony and unity of SAUL and the kingdom at this point in SAUL’s reign. For staging purposes, these choreographed movements are treated as DANCE OF TRIUMPH OVER THE AMALEKITES. SFX of battle. SFX of indistinct SOLDIER’s commands. Banners waive in the background. As the SOLDIERS continue to move in a choreographed way, they move upstage. Some Amalekite soldiers enter stage right with AGAG, the Amalekite king, at their center. The Amalekite soldiers are trying to defend AGAG from attacking Israelite SOLDIERS. The Israelite SOLDIERS disarm the Amalekite soldiers. All SFX and DANCE OF TRIUMPH OVER THE AMALEKITES upstage suddenly stop. Terrified, King AGAG starts to run away, stage left, and is met by King SAUL who enters, stage left, with his sword pointed at AGAG. SAUL slowly backs AGAG to center stage. A cheer of victory goes up among all the Israelite SOLDIERS who thrust their own swords up into the air. All SOLDIERS, along with SAUL and AGAG exit stage right. The stage is empty and SAMUEL walks slowly from upstage to downstage. Lights go down as SAMUEL walks. Spotlight over SAMUEL who slowly bows his head.)


VOICE OF GOD
I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned back from following me and has not carried out my commands.


SAMUEL
(Moans. Sinks to his knees. Spotlight overhead fades while lights upstage start to come up, like morning sunshine. SFX of birds singing, sheep bleating, cows lowing. SERVANT 1 enters, stage right.)


SERVANT 1
(Approaches SAMUEL, puts his arm around SAMUEL’S shoulders and helps SAMUEL up.) Saul came to Carmel. He has set up a monument... to himself. (SAMUEL looks at him. Slowly shakes his head.) Saul has now gone down to Gilgal. (SAMUEL nods. The two walk together, toward stage right. SERVANT 1 exits, stage right.  SAMUEL walks around upstage, heading slowly toward stage left where he meets SAUL entering from stage left.)
SAUL
(Goes down on one knee in front of SAMUEL. Throws his arms out wide.) Blessed are you of the Lord! (SAMUEL turns away from SAUL and walks slowly toward stage right. SAUL gets up and hurries to get in front of SAMUEL, who turns away again, facing stage left.)


SAUL
I have carried out the command of the Lord!


SAMUEL
(Turns around to face SAUL.) Then what is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?


SAUL
(Nods) They have brought them from the Amalekites. The people saved the best of the sheep and the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God - but the rest, we have utterly destroyed.


SAMUEL
(Covers his ears. Yells.) Stop! Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night.


SAUL
(Cheerfully) Tell me.


SAMUEL
(Faces downstage. Goes into a trance) “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the tribes of Israel?  The Lord anointed you king over Israel, and the Lord sent you on a mission and said ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are exterminated.’ Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord, but rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord?” (Comes out of trance, turns and walks toward stage left.)


SAUL
(Following SAMUEL.) I did obey the voice of the Lord. I went on the mission which the Lord sent me on. I have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. (SAMUEL stops, looks upward.) But the people took some of the spoil – sheep and oxen – the choicest of the things devoted to destruction... (Points at SAMUEL.) ...to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal.


SAMUEL
(Turns suddenly to face SAUL. Speaks harshly.) Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed better than the fat of rams. (Yells) Because rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft! And insubordination is like... iniquity! And idolatry! (Points at SAUL.) Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king.


SAUL
(Hesitantly) I have sinned. I have certainly transgressed the command of the Lord - and your words – because I feared the people and listened to their voice. (Pause, as if waiting for SAMUEL to speak but SAMUEL says nothing. SAUL bows slightly.) But please... pardon my sin and come back with me so I can worship the Lord.


SAMUEL
I will not go back with you, because you have rejected the word of the Lord - and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel. (Turns and walks toward stage left.)


SAUL
(Growls in anger and frustration. Reaches out and grabs the back of SAMUEL’S robe and jerks it to himself. SFX of the robe tearing. SAUL pulls his hand back, holding a piece of SAMUEL’s robe.)


SAMUEL
(Turns to face downstage. Goes into a trance.) “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to your neighbor who is better than you.” (Comes out of trance. Faces SAUL.) And the Glory of Israel will not lie or change his mind because he is not a man that he should change his mind. 


SAUL
I have sinned. (Sinks slowly to his knees. Speaks as if helpless.) But... please... honor me now in front of the elders of my people and in front of all Israel, and come back with me, so I may worship the Lord your God.


SAMUEL
(Sighs deeply. Nods to SAUL to get up. SAUL does, and the two men start to walk, stage left. SAMUEL stops suddenly. Turns around, facing center stage.) Bring me Agag, the king of Amalek. (SAUL motions with his hand toward SOLDIERS off stage right. Israelite SOLDIERS escort AGAG from stage right to center stage. One SOLDIER with a sword stands close to SAMUEL.)


AGAG
(Enters, wearing a robe and smiling, with outstretched arms. Speaks cheerfully.) Surely the bitterness of death is past!


SAMUEL
(Slowly takes the sword from the Israelite SOLDIER and moves toward AGAG as he talks.) As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women. (SAMUEL screams and violently slashes AGAG with the sword. AGAG falls down. SAMUEL continues to swing the sword down upon AGAG, finally throwing the sword down on the ground. He turns and walks toward stage left. Everyone looks shocked, then all leave, stage left with SOLDIERS carrying out AGAG in his robe. Lights go down. SAMUEL walks slowly back to center stage, with a spotlight on him. SAMUEL bows his head.)


VOICE OF GOD
How long will you grieve over Saul because I have rejected him from ruling over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse, the Bethlehemite, because I have provided a king for myself from among his sons. (Lights over SAMUEL down suddenly. SAMUEL exits.)


Scene 3


(Lights suddenly up over the scribe’s work room where ZECHARIAH is working. JOSIAH walks in quickly from the door at the back of the room. ZECHARIAH is startled and cries out.) 




JOSIAH
(Points to ZECHARIAH) Ah! See? That is how I was early this morning. (Takes off his shawl.) Now show me my dear boy, the work you have done.


ZECHARIAH
I have made good progress, I think. It is fortunate for me that the older scroll’s text contains few gimmel [“geeh-mel”] letters because I cannot make them quickly. How are Rav Ezra and his wife?


JOSIAH
Rabbi Ezra to you. (Hits ZECHARIAH lightly on the head.) He is fine. His wife is not, and it is a great burden to his soul.  (Shakes his head.) He is worried that she will die. (Pause) I would be worried that she would live. It is in the hand of God. Now then, let us see how far you have gotten. (Leans over to see ZECHARIAH’s work.)


ZECHARIAH
(Points toward his work while explaining.) Samuel is about to anoint David as the next king over Israel, and the Evil Spirit will soon come upon King Saul.


JOSIAH
(Surprised) That far? You have done well, young scribe. This may be a good time for you to rest and eat... (Points to stage left.) ...over there. As much as all of us hold your dear mother in the highest regard, we do not want any of her delicious lamb stew to get on the scrolls.


ZECHARIAH
(Lights up over stage left illuminating a window, a table and a wash basin.) Yes, I know. (Takes his bundle of food to a table at stage left where there is a small basin. He puts his bundle down and washes his hands. He turns to JOSIAH and holds out his bundle of food.) Would you like some, master Josiah? 


JOSIAH
Yes... (Pause) and no. I have my own scraps of shriveled vegetables and twigs that my beloved wife threw into my bag with all the care of a goat... (Smiles) which will serve as a nice compliment to the dates and honey I got at the market this morning. (Sits at his desk.) But food comes later for me. I myself am behind now. I was out too long this morning. (Begins to work at his desk.)


ZECHARIAH
(Eating, gazing out the window.) Master Josiah...


JOSIAH
(Busy with work. Does not look up at ZECHARIAH.) Yes?


ZECHARIAH
What exactly was the Evil Spirit that afflicted King Saul?


JOSIAH
No one knows for sure. (Pauses from his work.) At least, no one I know, knows. (Shakes his head.) I do not know. Rabbi Nathan from Beth Horon wrote about it but even he refrained from saying exactly what it was. 


ZECHARIAH
It is hard to imagine God even having some Evil Spirit at his disposal, let alone sending it to terrorize someone.


JOSIAH
(Gets up from his desk.) Hold there lad. Take care you do not paint a picture of Elohim cradling devils in his bosom. (Lights dim. Spotlights on JOSIAH and ZECHARIAH.) The king of heaven and earth is righteous. Only righteous. And good. And holy. And His mercy endures forever. Everything he has made is good.


ZECHARIAH
Or very good.


JOSIAH
Yes, yes, or very good. However you interpret the words of God, you must always do it in a way that honors and justifies him. If you read something that is confusing, it is you who is confused, not him. Remember, each man has his own spirit, given to him by the Almighty – though our Sadducee [“sad-you-see”] brethren disagree. They are completely wrong of course, but who am I to argue? And each man has the freedom to choose the path he will take – God’s path, or his own. Almost from the beginning of his reign, Saul’s spirit took him off God’s path. 


ZECHARIAH
Was it the Evil Spirit that led him astray?


JOSIAH
It was the crown. The crown became Saul’s god. He became drunk on the power he felt wearing the crown. It made him proud and with pride comes fear. Terror. (Turns to ZECHARIAH.) A proud man is terrified of losing whatever it is that makes him feel big! That was the spirit of King Saul. A spirit of pride. And a spirit of fear.


ZECHARIAH
That made him vulnerable.


JOSIAH
That made him dangerous! (Pause) As for the Evil Spirit sent from God... it is somewhat mysterious. It was a spirit able to see evil hidden away in someone’s heart. It was a spirit able to coax evil out of the shadows like someone charming a viper. It was a spirit able to turn Saul’s own evil against him. And when the evil of a man’s heart is turned on him... (Pauses, shakes his head.) His own evil made to turn on himself like a wild dog... (Pause) One can only imagine what it was like for King Saul, terrified of losing the crown and struggling to hold on to the power that God was prying from his blood-stained hands.


ZECHARIAH
(Shakes his head.) The way I imagine it is terrifying indeed. (Lights down over JOSIAH and ZECHARIAH.)


Scene 4


(Lights up over center stage. Exaggerated shadows, props and settings. This scene is the imagination of JOSIAH and ZECHARIAH as they wonder about King SAUL and the EVIL SPIRIT. The SAUL of their imagination is on a throne upstage. He is somberly reflecting on the events of the day. Another person is in the room with him, dressed exactly like SAUL, casually pacing back and forth downstage. This is the EVIL SPIRIT.)
EVIL SPIRIT
It has to be said. This is all Samuel’s fault.  


SAUL
Samuel’s fault?


EVIL SPIRIT
Who else? It was he who came between you and God. 


SAUL
He is a prophet of the Lord. He is a seer.


EVIL SPIRIT
Pity he could not see the harm he was causing.


SAUL
What do you mean?


EVIL SPIRIT
(Turns to SAUL.) How do you know God wanted the Amalekites destroyed?


SAUL
Samuel said so.  


EVIL SPIRIT
(Scoffs) Yes, Samuel said. Samuel said as little as possible.


SAUL
You think Samuel held back the word of the Lord?


EVIL SPIRIT
(Yells) Wouldn’t one expect instructions to destroy an entire nation to be a bit more detailed? (Calms down.) On the other hand... if you are not given detailed instructions, it can only mean you are being given permission to decide how to accomplish such a vague command on your own.


SAUL
(Rubs his chin.) What do you mean?


EVIL SPIRIT
You were told to kill all the Amalekites and their livestock, is that not true?


SAUL
Yes, that is true.


EVIL SPIRIT
On what day were you supposed to do that?


SAUL
What day? (Shrugs) Any day. It did not matter what day.


EVIL SPIRIT
A Sabbath day?


SAUL
No, of course not. Never on a Sabbath day.


EVIL SPIRIT
Passover?


SAUL
(Shocked) Passover? That would be an abomination before the Lord!


EVIL SPIRIT
So the day does matter. (Pause) Then why did you not destroy the Amalekites on the very day Samuel relayed God’s command to you?


SAUL
(Scoffs) It would have been impossible to assemble an entire army in a single day! Soldiers came to me from throughout the kingdom – many traveled far to serve in my army!


EVIL SPIRIT
(Nods) Yes, of course. That would have been impossible. (Thinking) Then why not wait a year? Let the soldiers assemble at their leisure. Could you have fulfilled the Lord’s command had you attacked the kingdom of Amalek at the end of one year?

  
SAUL
But why wait so long?  


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes, why wait so long? Waiting a year would have been ridiculous. Sinful, even.


SAUL
Yes.


EVIL SPIRIT
(Thinking) So, attacking the Amalekites on the first day was impossible... attacking one year from now would be sinful. (Looks at SAUL.) Is that correct?


SAUL
(Shrugs) Yes, I suppose so.


EVIL SPIRIT
Then where between those two points in time does obedience stop and disobedience begin? And more importantly... who makes that determination? Not Samuel. Not God. (Points to SAUL.) You. The decision was left up to you.


SAUL
Yes, I suppose it was. 


EVIL SPIRIT
(Cheerfully) And rightly so! You are the King! You should be the one to decide. (Thoughtfully) Now, help me understand this... When you did attack, did you kill all the Amalekites and all their livestock at exactly the same moment on the same day?



SAUL
What? (Shakes his head) No, of course not. That would be impossible.


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes, but one individual among the Amalekites was the first to die, correct? Obviously some Amalekite had to be the first Amalekite killed, is that not true?


SAUL
Yes, obviously!


EVIL SPIRIT
(Laughs) Yes, of course. That was a foolish question. (Thinking) And the fighting went on for... how long? Perhaps an hour?


SAUL
(Shocked) An hour? It went on for days! And it was I, the King, who led our mighty army to victory over the uncircumcised dogs!


EVIL SPIRIT
Days! Yes, days. So, over the course of days, all the Amalekites were killed, is that correct?


SAUL
Yes. Except Agag their king.


EVIL SPIRIT
Why did you delay killing him?


SAUL
To make him show honor to his conqueror! Make him bow before me, the King of Israel!


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes! And bow before the monument to your victory you set up at Carmel! And then what of Agag?



SAUL
Parade him before all Israel that they may see how I have brought them deliverance from their enemies through my mighty hand! (Holds his fist up in the air.)  


EVIL SPIRIT
God save the King! And then?


SAUL
(Shrugs) Tie him up?


EVIL SPIRIT
Good. And then?


SAUL
What do you mean, ‘and then’?


EVIL SPIRIT
What finally happened to Agag?


SAUL
He... was killed?


EVIL SPIRIT
(Yells) Yes! Whether he was the first one killed or the last one killed, he was killed! Whether it was you or Samuel wielding the sword, he was killed! And with Agag dead, is it not true that the command of the Lord has been fulfilled because all the Amalekites have been killed?


SAUL
(Realization)  Yes!


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes! Time means nothing to Almighty God! Did he say he wanted all the Amalekites killed on... on... the third day of battle at the sixth hour? No! He just said He wanted them all dead!



SAUL
What does it matter when they die, as long as they all die!


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes!


SAUL
And what does it matter who kills them, as long as they are all killed?


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes!


SAUL
And all the cattle would eventually die too!


EVIL SPIRIT
Exactly! You see? You did fulfil the command of the Lord! God did not say what day to begin the battle, he let you decide!


SAUL
Yes!


EVIL SPIRIT
God did not say who had to die first or last, he let you decide!


SAUL
Yes!


EVIL SPIRIT
God wanted all the Amalekites dead! Are all the Amalekites dead?


SAUL
(Hesitates, stammers.)


EVIL SPIRIT
Fear not to speak the truth, O King... Are all the Amalekites dead? Yes or no?
SAUL
(Yells) Yes! Yes, all the Amalekites are dead! The command of the Lord has been fulfilled! Fulfilled under my reign!


EVIL SPIRIT
It was Samuel, putting himself between you and God, who caused the problem. (Thinking) I hate to say it... (Turns and faces SAUL.) but I think Samuel is out to get you. Samuel is your enemy.


SAUL
(Ponders before concluding.) Yes. Samuel is out to get me.


EVIL SPIRIT
And... (Paces around in thought.)


SAUL
And? Yes?


EVIL SPIRIT
I think Samuel wants you to believe God has rejected you from being king.


SAUL
(Gasps) That is what he said. (Looks confused.) Did he not?


EVIL SPIRIT
(Gestures toward SAUL.) But there you sit. If God Almighty has rejected you... why are you not dead?


SAUL
(Thoughtfully) Yes. Why not?


EVIL SPIRIT
Have you ever told your son you were going to punish him, but then did not?


SAUL
Yes, I suppose. Once... or twice.
EVIL SPIRIT
It appears as though Elohim is doing the same thing with you - giving you another chance. And why not? (Smiles, spreads his arms out wide.) You are the King!  


SAUL
(Stamps his foot.) Yes!


EVIL SPIRIT
God himself selected you and... God does not make mistakes, does he?


SAUL
(Shakes his head.) No.


EVIL SPIRIT
He chose you to be king because he knows you are the greatest!


SAUL
Yes!  


EVIL SPIRIT
From the crown of your head to the sole of your foot, there is no one in all Israel as magnificent as you!


SAUL
(Stands up.) Yes, that is true!


EVIL SPIRIT
And, you are magnificent on the inside too. You are very wise...


SAUL
That is also true.


EVIL SPIRIT
...very brave in battle...



SAUL
Yes, I am brave!


EVIL SPIRIT
... and yet, meek and humble also.


SAUL
That is also true! No one is as humble as I am!


EVIL SPIRIT
(Thoughtful) I think it is abundantly clear you are on firm footing with Almighty God. True, he was angry about the misunderstanding Samuel caused, but it is evident he is giving you another chance. 


SAUL
Yes, it is all clear now. He is the God of second chances!


EVIL SPIRIT
Let us speak plainly. If God really wanted you removed, He would have killed you where you stood.


SAUL
Perhaps so. He certainly could.


EVIL SPIRIT
I think the way you are to understand God’s rejection is, he rejects you trying to administrate the kingdom’s affairs all by yourself.  


SAUL
What does that mean?


EVIL SPIRIT
You are brave. You are bold. You are decisive...


SAUL
Yes, and all the people know it now.

EVIL SPIRIT
(Nods) Yes. And you have that miraculous ability to assess a situation quickly, decide a matter quickly... 


SAUL
(Interrupts) And take action quickly!


EVIL SPIRIT
Exactly. And while that is good for the most part, we must remember Israel is God’s chosen people, which means, God wants to have some influence in your decisions as you rule the kingdom.


SAUL
(Thoughtfully) Yes, he very well may.


EVIL SPIRIT
That is what Samuel meant when he said God rejects you. What he meant was, God is rejecting how you were making decisions all on your own, and from now on, God would like you to consider his feelings when you make decisions. 


SAUL
Is that really what God meant?


EVIL SPIRIT
Certainly. Search within yourself and you will agree. God has put this upon your heart. He is giving you a second chance so that he can have a role in your rule over the kingdom. I think you can relax. God will not reject you. He loves you.


SAUL
(Exhales a sigh of relief.) Yes, He does. (Sits back down on his throne.)


EVIL SPIRIT
But...


SAUL
(Looks quickly to the EVIL SPIRIT.)
EVIL SPIRIT
Not everyone loves you.


SAUL
No. (Thinks) Why do they not love me?


EVIL SPIRIT
Jealousy. I do not think there is a man in all Israel who does not wish he were in your place.


SAUL
There is something to what you say.


EVIL SPIRIT
What we do not know is... how far will their jealousy lead them?


SAUL
(Gasps) Do you mean... treason?


EVIL SPIRIT
Call it what you will. These jealous people are usurpers. They would try to take what is yours for themselves, no matter the cost.


SAUL
(Jumps up.) Evil, ungrateful usurpers!


EVIL SPIRIT
You are the only king on earth appointed by God himself.


SAUL
That is true!


EVIL SPIRIT
That means, you are the only man worthy to be king over God’s chosen people.



SAUL
Yes! They must respect that! (Comes down from the throne.)


EVIL SPIRIT
Respect?  They respect it not! There are ten thousand sons of Israel who would kill you to take your place. They have no respect for you.


SAUL
(Gasps in realization.)


EVIL SPIRIT
It pains me to say it, but they are going to come for you – for your crown.


SAUL
Yes! They will come! (Moves downstage.)


EVIL SPIRIT
(Slowly begins moving upstage.) They are coming after you... Coming to kill you... Coming to kill you and take the crown – take what is rightfully yours by God’s decree!


SAUL
Yes! (Thinks) Who will come?


EVIL SPIRIT
Men of low degree. Dogs. They are dogs and they come to take what is not theirs. They will try to snatch the crown from your noble head. They will try to wrestle the kingdom of God out of your hands and devour it themselves! (Turns toward SAUL.) Then, they will reject you. They will treat you like an outcast. Like someone unclean. Someone uncircumcised.  


SAUL
No! They dare to reject their own king – God’s own anointed?


EVIL SPIRIT
They will goad the people into laughing at you, then turn their backs on you. 
SAUL
(Yells) No!


EVIL SPIRIT
Yes. They will shun you. Ignore you. Forget about you... (Lights go down over the EVIL SPIRIT, putting him in shadow.) ...and leave you. (Exits)


SAUL
No! I will not be forgotten! No dog will take the crown from me! I am God’s anointed! I am the king! No dogs will come! No dogs will ever come! No dogs! (Screams, falls to the ground. Two of SAUL’s SERVANTS rush in from stage right. They go to SAUL to examine and help him.)


SERVANT 1
(To SERVANT 2.) Look at what is happening! (Turns to SAUL.) An Evil Spirit from God is terrorizing you!


SERVANT 2
Give us the command to look for someone who can play the harp. When the Evil Spirit from God troubles you, he will play, and you will feel better.


SAUL
(Tries to get up. Nods.) Find me a man who can play well and bring him to me.


SERVANT 1
(Speaking to SERVANT 2.) I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem play the harp. He is brave and courageous. And a good speaker. And handsome. And... the Lord is with him.


SAUL
(Gestures ‘go’ with his hand. SERVANT 1 runs off stage left. Lights down over SAUL and SERVANT 2. Both exit.)

(Spotlights come up over ZECHARIAH and JOSIAH.)




JOSIAH
(Shakes his head.) All my conjectures about King Saul and the Evil Spirit that tormented him are bad. Very bad. Pity the man.


ZECHARIAH
(Shudders) Yes, I can only imagine what it was like for him.


JOSIAH
Well, enough of our daydreaming. Let us resume our work. (Sits at his desk.)


ZECHARIAH
Yes. (Packs up his utensils. Goes to JOSIAH who points to the scroll he was working on.)


JOSIAH
I have made some progress. I am up to where the Philistines have gathered their armies for battle against Israel.


ZECHARIAH
(Surprised) At Shunem? [“shoo-nem”]


JOSIAH
(Shakes his head.) No. How quickly do you think I can write? I am not even close to the Philistines at Shunem. I am up to where the Philistines are at Socoh. [“so-ko”]


ZECHARIAH
The story of Goliath.


JOSIAH
Yes. I anticipate you will finish copying much of this section before we finish for the day. (Smiles, holds out a writing reed to ZECHARIAH.) So, young scribe, whenever you are ready...


ZECHARIAH
(Walks to his desk. JOSIAH stands up, rubs his fingers. ZECHARIAH sits at his desk and begins to write.) And before you say anything... let me assure you, I will only copy. No reading.

Scene 5


(Lights go down over ZECHARIAH and JOSIAH. Lights come up upstage.  The silhouette of GOLIATH, a giant, and his shield bearer, are seen upstage as if they are walking to the top of a hill. GOLIATH carries a short spear, has a sword at his side, and has a long javelin on his back. His shield bearer carries a large shield. Lights up over SAUL and some SOLDIERS who enter stage right and go to center stage. They talk indistinctly among themselves while pointing up at GOLIATH.)


GOLIATH
(Yells) Why do you all come out to prepare for battle? (At the sound of GOLIATH’s voice, SAUL and his soldiers become silent and crouch down.) Am I not a Philistine and you, the servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will become your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall become our servants and serve us. (Pauses, as if waiting for a response from SAUL and his soldiers. GOLIATH yells again, angrily.) I defy the armies of Israel this day! Give me a man that we may fight together. (Lights suddenly go down over GOLIATH and SAUL. Lights come up suddenly on JOSIAH and ZECHARIAH.)


JOSIAH
(Stands in the doorway. Calls loudly.) ZECHARIAH!


ZECHARIAH
(Startled) Oh! Oh... you scared me.


JOSIAH
(Points at ZECHARIAH.) You were reading, were you not?


ZECHARIAH
I suppose I was. I am sorry. But this is one of my favorite stories. It always has been.


JOSIAH
It is one of everyone’s favorite stories. How far have you gotten?

ZECHARIAH
Goliath has taken his stand, and David is about to arrive with grain, cheese and bread for Eliab and his other brothers who are in Saul’s army.


JOSIAH
(Smiles. Speaks gently.) Do you know what happens next?


ZECHARIAH
(Smiles) Of course I do.


JOSIAH
(Yells) Then stop reading it! I am going to the market. (Exits rear door.)
  

ZECHARIAH
(Sighs. Hits his head.) No reading! (Turns his attention to his work and begins to speak slowly as he writes out the words.)  The... men... of... Israel... said...

(Lights go down over ZECHARIAH and up over SAUL, his son JONATHAN dressed like his father, and some SOLDIERS, center stage as they examine a map and talk inaudibly among themselves. Lights stay down over GOLIATH. SOLDIER 1 enters from stage left, followed by DAVID who carries a staff and has a bag over his shoulder with bread and cheese sticking out of it. SOLDIER 2 follows them on stage. All move to SAUL. SOLDIER 1 speaks inaudibly to SOLDIER 2 while pointing to where GOLIATH is. A SOLDIER at stage right motions for DAVID to come to him and give him his bag. While David is out of hearing range, SOLDIER 1 pulls SOLDIER 2 aside toward stage left.)


SOLDIER 1
(To SOLDIER 2 while pointing to where Goliath was.) Have you seen this man who is coming up? Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. And I know for certain that the king will enrich the man who kills him - with great wealth. And will give him his daughter. And his father's family will not have to pay taxes in Israel. (SOLDIER 1 and SOLDIER 2 return to the main group.)


DAVID
(Trying to hear what is being said.) What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away this reproach from Israel? (Some soldiers turn their attention to DAVID. DAVID speaks louder, points to GOLIATH.) For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?  (The soldiers speak to DAVID indistinctly.)


SOLDIER 2
(Speaks as if concluding what has just been told DAVID by the others.) ...And that is what will be done for the man who kills him. (Points to where GOLIATH was standing.)


ELIAB
(DAVID’s brother, carrying a spear and wearing SOLDIER’s clothing and armor, enters quickly from stage right, goes to DAVID and grabs his arm and pulls him away from the group. Speaks angrily.) Why have you come down here? And who have you left those few sheep in the wilderness with? I know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart. You have come down so that you can watch the battle.


DAVID
(Jerks his arm free.) What have I done now? I was only asking a question.

(Indistinct talk among the SOLDIERS gets louder. DAVID goes back to the group to hear what is being said. SOLDIER 1 pulls SAUL aside toward stage left and talks inaudibly to him while pointing to DAVID. SAUL also points to DAVID and nods to SOLDIER 1 who goes to DAVID and brings him to SAUL. The other SOLDIERS become silent and exit stage left as DAVID is brought to SAUL. Spotlight over DAVID and SAUL.)  


DAVID
(Bows) No one should let their courage fail on account of him. (Points to where GOLIATH was standing.) I, your servant, will go and fight with this Philistine.


SAUL
You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him. You are just a boy... (Looks toward where GOLIATH was standing.) ...and he has been a warrior from his youth.




DAVID
Your servant was tending his father's sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and took a lamb from the flock, I went out after him and attacked him, and rescued it from his mouth. And when it turned to attack me, I seized him by his beard and struck him and killed him. (SOLDIERS act skeptical.) Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear... (Points to where GOLIATH was.) ...and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the armies of the living God. (SAUL shakes his head slowly. DAVID speaks emphatically.) The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear... (Points to where Goliath stood.) He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.


SAUL
(Sighs. Shakes his head.) Go, and may the LORD be with you. (Lights up over center stage. SAUL gestures. Immediately SOLDIERS come from stage right holding pieces of armor that they hand to SAUL which he puts on DAVID.)  


DAVID
(Unable to walk.) I cannot go wearing this. (Lifts up his arms and looks down at the oversized armor.) I have never tried it. (DAVID quickly takes the armor off, then runs off stage right. SAUL and SOLDIER 1 talk indistinctly. SAUL gestures for all to follow as all move to stage left and crouch down while looking up toward GOLIATH. Lights down over center stage.)  


Scene 6


(SFX of soldiers yelling in the distance. SFX of wind. Silhouette of GOLIATH and his shield bearer moving into position in front of a screen upstage. DAVID comes to center stage. Spotlight over DAVID.)


GOLIATH
(Takes his stand. Waives his spear in the air. GOLIATH points at DAVID who has his staff in one hand and sling in the other.)  Am I a dog that you come to me with sticks? (Yells) I curse you by the gods of the Philistines! (DAVID puts his staff down. Pulls a stone out of his pouch. Loads it into his sling. GOLIATH motions to DAVID with his hand.) Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field.

DAVID
(Calls up to GOLIATH.) You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. (Begins to swing his sling around.) This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands. I am going to strike you down and remove your head from your body. (Points to the Philistines.) Today, I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, so that the whole world may know that there is a God in Israel... (Points toward SAUL, JONATHAN and SOLDIERS) and so all these people may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or spear, because the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hands! (Releases the sling.)

(GOLIATH groans loudly, drops his spear and sword, puts his hands to his head and sinks down to his knees. DAVID runs quickly to stage right. Lights up center stage. SAUL, JONATHAN and SOLDIERS get up and move to center stage, pointing toward GOLIATH who falls down. The shield bearer runs away. We see DAVID’s shadow appear on the screen. DAVID reaches down, picks up GOLIATH’s large sword and swings it down with effort. DAVID leans over and picks up GOLIATH’s head and holds it up. SAUL, JONATHAN and SOLDIERS cheer loudly. SOLDIERS run off stage right, shouting, with swords and spears drawn. SAUL stays behind with JONATHAN and ABNER. SFX of distant battle and cheers.)


SAUL
(Pulls ABNER aside, motions toward where GOLIATH fell.) Abner, whose son is this young man?


ABNER
(Slowly shakes his head in amazement.) As your soul lives, O King, I do not know.


SAUL
You inquire whose son the young man is. (SAUL gently pushes ABNER forward. ABNER nods, exits stage left. SAUL remains standing with JONATHAN, center stage.)

(SOLDIER sounds get louder. Laughing, cheering, triumphant SOLDIERS enter stage right and move to center stage, followed by DAVID and ABNER. DAVID is carrying GOLIATH’s head. The other SOLDIERS gather around in amazement and take GOLIATH’s head from DAVID. ABNER leads DAVID toward SAUL and JONATHAN. JONATHAN steps toward DAVID, shakes his hand, and embraces him, then stands next to DAVID with his arm around DAVID’s shoulder.)


SAUL
(Moves toward DAVID.) Whose son are you, young man?


DAVID
(Bowing) I am the son of your servant Jesse, the Bethlehemite.

(SFX of finger cymbals and tambourines. Old WOMEN DANCERS enter from upstage, move down to center stage. SOLDIERS move to stage right, SAUL, JONATHAN, ABNER and DAVID move to stage left.)


OLD WOMEN DANCERS
(Sing solemnly.) Saul has slain his thousands. Saul has slain his thousands. Saul has slain his thousands. Saul has slain his thousands. 

(Some young WOMEN DANCERS run onto the stage from behind the old WOMEN DANCERS, who quickly move out of the way.)


YOUNG WOMEN DANCERS
(The younger WOMEN DANCERS sing and dance energetically.) And David, David, David his ten thousand, thousand, thousands! And David, David, David his ten thousand, thousand, thousands! And David, David, David his ten thousand, thousand, thousands! And David, David, David his ten thousand, thousand, thousands!

(After the younger WOMEN DANCERS dance and sing on their own, they are joined by the older WOMEN DANCERS. All sing and dance.)  


OLD AND YOUNG WOMEN DANCERS
Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands! Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands! Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands! Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands!

(The SOLDIERS, ABNER, DAVID and JONATHAN all begin to clap and join the WOMEN DANCERS, shouting “David! David! David! David!” during the song. DAVID is lifted onto the shoulders of JONATHAN and ABNER. All gradually dance off stage left while singing. Lights and singing fade. SAUL moves downstage. Spotlight over SAUL.)

SAUL
(With suspicion.) They have ascribed tens of thousands to David, but to me they have ascribed... only thousands. Now what more can he have but... the kingdom?


Scene 7


(Lights on center stage go down. SAUL exits. Lights up over the scribe’s room. Enter JOSIAH from the rear door.)


ZECHARIAH
(Startled, jumps up.) I was not reading!


JOSIAH
(Laughs) No, of course you were not reading! (Puts his hand on ZECHARIAH’s shoulder and pushes him back down into his chair.) But if you had been reading, how far would you have gotten? Are you at a point you can stop for the day?  We should end soon.


ZECHARIAH
(Reads quickly across the scroll.) Goliath is dead... the women have danced and sung... and Saul now sees David as an enemy who is going to try and take the crown away.


JOSIAH
How much space is left on the page? (Goes to ZECHARIAH's desk and looks down at the paper.)


ZECHARIAH
None.


JOSIAH
(Delighted) Very good! (Looks closer at the page.) Your spacing is excellent ZECHARIAH. (Studies the page.) The High Priest's own library has none better. (Straightens up, pats ZECHARIAH's shoulder.) We will review it more in tomorrow’s daylight. Good work boy.




ZECHARIAH
Thank you. (Pause) I know I read sometimes, but it only makes me more conscious of our solemn duty. And I think it makes me do a better job.


JOSIAH
You are completely wrong. But all is forgiven. Help put these away. (The two begin to sort and arrange scrolls.)


ZECHARIAH
Why did King Saul become so suspicious and hateful toward David? Was it the Evil Spirit that made him do it?


JOSIAH
The Evil Sprit did not make Saul do anything. It was not God’s spite unleashed against a helpless man. It was Saul who was proud and arrogant. Saul who refused to give up the throne even though God rejected him. Ha! That was Saul’s torment. Saul had years - years - to repent and humble himself and turn to God, and he refused. The Evil Spirit goaded Saul to choose between his own will and God’s will. (Turns to ZECHARIAH.) If he chose God, then Saul would have to surrender his pride and give up the crown. Few indeed are the men who willingly surrender power – forgetting that the power is from God. It is Elohim who sets up kings and brings them down. That inner conflict is what tortured Saul. Saul determined he would never surrender the crown, no matter what it cost him... no matter what he had to do... or who he had to murder.


ZECHARIAH
(Puzzled) Do you say Saul had an evil heart?


JOSIAH
Yes. (Pause) And a good heart. (Gets up. Walks to center stage.) Just like me. (Looks at ZECHARIAH.) Just like you.


ZECHARIAH
I do not have an evil heart. Neither do you.


JOSIAH
(Laughs)

ZECHARIAH
Why do you laugh?


JOSIAH
I am laughing at how Almighty God created man. He has given us eyes, but we will not see. We have ears, but we will not listen. Yes young scribe. We all have evil in our hearts and (looks upward as if in prayer) by the mercy of God, good in us.  

(Walks toward center stage.) God’s ways are so far above our ways, we cannot even fathom.... (Shakes his head.) Imagine what it is like to be God. Nothing exists except by you. There is no place you can go that you have not established. Everything you do is perfect. Everything you say is righteous. Everything comes into existence at your word. You have no beginning, no end. You feel no threat, no worry, no sadness, no fear. You have no enemy or peer. You have... no friend. (Lights dim, narrow to a spotlight over JOSIAH.) Where he is... that third heaven... he has created different beings for his own purposes...


ZECHARIAH
Angels.


JOSIAH
Yes, angels. And other beings. We do not know what all of them are or their purposes. But they came into existence by the command of God. They do his will. They come and go as he beckons them. There was a time... (Pause. Sighs. Shakes his head.)


ZECHARIAH
Why did you stop?


JOSIAH
(Laughs) I am just a man. I can only say 'there was a time' because that is all I can understand. There is no time with God. Where he is, all time is... is now.  There is no past or future. He holds it all. (Holds out his hand.) He created time. I have to say "there was a time" because as a feeble man, I have no other way... no other words that can explain. (Pause)


ZECHARIAH
(Prompting) There was a time...


JOSIAH
Ah yes. There was a time... a time when the Lord God created a being above His other beings.


ZECHARIAH
Man?


JOSIAH
(Laughs) No. Man is below his other creatures. Far below, most days. This creature he made was greater than the others. He received things that God had not given to His other beings. He was given freedom to choose. He was given power.... power that let him make his choices become real and see their outcome. God named him ‘Morning Star.’


ZECHARIAH
That is Lucifer. Satan.  


JOSIAH
Yes. Satan. The Accuser. But Satan is the word used to describe him now. How different from the name the creator gave him at the first. ‘Son of the Morning’ says Isaiah the prophet. It is just my foolish notion, understand... (to ZECHARIAH)...but I believe God had wanted - had hoped - his ‘Son of the Morning’ would praise and love Him for the life and the gifts he received. He did not. He chose himself over his creator. He became proud. He wanted to be like God. Just like Saul did. (Pause) Just as I do.


ZECHARIAH
You want to be like God?


JOSIAH
Yes. Be like God. (Pause) Or do away with God. Have him gone. Out of my sight. Out of my way. So that I can go about my evil, selfish, proud intentions without any feeling of guilt or fear of judgment. This is what every man struggles with. We have been given life. We have been given freedom to choose and power to achieve... (Turns toward ZECHARIAH) and therein is the struggle within each of us. We all have a good heart. We all have an evil heart. Which path do we follow? Whose way do we choose? Moses tells us plainly: We have before us a choice of life or death. Choose life he says! Choose the path that our Creator has laid out for us. Choose his way. Choose God and live!


ZECHARIAH
King Saul chose his own way.


JOSIAH
Yes. (Walks back to the scribe’s work area.) King Saul chose his own way. But let us have some pity on poor Saul. We are all teetering. We all sway back and forth. And hidden away, deep in the darkness of each man’s soul, is our own secret. We know – no one else knows, but we know - which way we want to fall when we are pushed. The Evil Spirit did not have to struggle with Saul to get him off God’s pathway. (Pause) Now lad, let us close up for this evening. (Gestures toward the door.) Who knows how we will find King Saul tomorrow. (JOSIAH blows out lamps. Lights down.)


Curtain


End of ACT 1



============================================================== 



Author’s Notes

For centuries, artists have found inspiration in the pages of sacred texts. In the Bible, the First Book of Samuel records the hopeful rise and tragic downfall of Saul, the first king of the nation of Israel, who reigned approximately 3000 years ago.

“The Terror of the Crown” is unique in that the words spoken by Saul and the people in his life are their very words as recorded in the First Book of Samuel. Nothing has been changed. The actual story of Saul in the First Book of Samuel is somewhat lengthy and includes many sub-plots about other people and events in Saul’s life. In the play, the story of Saul is extrapolated from the larger narrative and is related through a dialog between two Jewish scribes as they copy the First Book of Samuel nearly 1000 years after Saul’s death. This dialog between the two scribes allows the timeline of Saul’s reign to be compressed and the many digressions in the original narrative to be side-stepped while still being true to the original ancient text.

Though the story of King Saul is found in the Bible, this should not be considered a ‘religious’ play. It is a timeless, cautionary tale of the corrupting influence of power and the lengths people will go to hold on to it – even to their own destruction.

This play could be performed effectively with as few as 13 experienced actors (and creative costuming) or as many as 40. Twenty-six may be an optimal number with 13 principle roles and 13 minor roles.

Considerations for casting:

JOSIAH: A man of about 50 years old, Josiah has been a scribe for much of his life. He is young enough to be energetic yet old enough to be wise in the ways of the world. He is a senior scribe and a teacher of novice scribes.

ZECHARIAH: A man of about 20, Zechariah	is a novice scribe and has been working under the tutiledge of Josiah for a few years. He is still considered a student, but is talented and near to finishing his apprenticeship.

SAUL: Described as handsome and “head and shoulders” above everyone else in Israel, Saul had a naturally regal appearance. Self-centered and narcissistic, he struggles to stay in power. He is 30-40 years old when anointed king and reigned until he was about 70.

SAMUEL: Samuel served as a prophet of God most of his life. He is energetic, wise, and speaks plainly. Samuel is an old man when he annoints Saul king and dies while Saul is on the throne.

EVIL SPIRIT**: After Saul disobeyed God, God sent an Evil Spirit to torment him. The Evil Spirit dresses like Saul and is the physical embodiment of Saul’s own conscience. 

DAVID: David, whom God picks to succeed Saul on the throne, is in his teens when he first encounters Saul. He is talented, passionate and full of energy. He had been a shepherd until he killed Goliath, the Philistine champion. Thereafter, he is taken into Saul’s court to serve as something like a ‘music therapist’. He is in his 40s and a fugitive when Saul dies.

JONATHAN: He is Saul’s eldest son and as such, heir apparent to the throne. He is like David in age and temperment and the two of them are the best of friends. Jonathan dies in battle alongside his father without ever being crowned king.

ABNER: A professional soldier in the prime of his life. He is the loyal commander of Saul’s army and Saul’s trusted aide.

ABISHAI: A loyal friend, warrior and fellow fugitive with David when David fled into the wilderness to hide from Saul.

GOLIATH: Standing more than 9 feet tall, Goliath is a professional soldier and the undefeated champion of the enemy Philistine army. He scoffs at David’s threat to kill him - momements before David did.

THE MEDIUM: An un-named woman with the ability to communicate with spirit beings. Such people were considered witches and were either driven out of the land or forced to stop using their ability. She is tricked into using her ability by Saul.

ELIAB: David’s oldest (and impatient) brother who is also a soldier in Saul’s army at the time David first appears in the play.  

AGAG: Agag is the King of Amalek – a small nation that ambushed and fought against the Hebrews of old after they were led out of Egypt by Moses. God commanded Saul to utterly destroy the Amalekites, but he did not. Instead, Saul kept the best of the Amalekite livestock and spared the life of King Agag – until he was finally killed by Samuel.

SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS: Though un-named, these are important characters who figure prominantly in the story of Saul. They speak lines that shape the environment and advance the plot. 

THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL: Saul’s paranoia about threats to his reign starts with a simple song sung by the Women of Israel. The song has few words but marks a key point in the story. The song is intended to be sung in a four-part harmony, but can be staged and sung as a solo or as a duet. (For performances where female actresses are not confident singers, a wind instrument part has been written that plays the solo melody to help the actresses.)

[** Throughout the play, care has been taken to ensure the dialog spoken by the characters is what was actually recorded in the First Book of Samuel. An exception is the dialog between the Evil Spirit and Saul. The form and the nature of the Evil Spirit and how it tormented Saul are not explained in the original text. The way this is handled in the play is to make clear that the Evil Spirit’s interaction with King Saul is the speculative imagination of Josiah and Zechariah as they talk about it between themselves. This can be visually depicted by expressionistic staging. The scene can be set to look like a bad dream. Saul and the Evil Spirit are recognizable, but the audience should feel what they are seeing and hearing is shadowy - a confusing blend of the real and the surreal. The Evil Spirit is interpreted as the embodiment of Saul’s warped conscience - it is Saul debating with himself, mulling over his own thoughts and twisting the facts of his failures in ways that blame others. The Evil Spirit talks like a clever lawyer, questioning and re-framing everything in order to justify the narcissistic and paranoid Saul.]

Considerations for staging:

JOSIAH and ZECHARIAH’s work room is envisioned as a small, open room with a couple of tables, chairs and shelves for the storage of scrolls. There is an oil lamp hanging from the ceiling and a door in the back of the room made of a simple curtain. It is important that the audience be able to see and hear the characters clearly when they are in this room. The characters should be able to easily move from the room out to center stage.

In one scene, ZECHARIAH is directed to go eat his lunch stage left, away from the scrolls. Where he eats needs to have a simple, open window frame and a table with a wash basin and pitcher of water. Every devout Jewish scribe at that place and time would carefully wash his hands before eating. 

The background upstage is envisioned as the outdoor horizon of the kingdom of Israel. This could be depicted with something as simple as cardboard boxes of varying sizes to suggest rugged hills in the distance.

Costuming should visually depict roles and relationships between characters clearly to allow the audience to quickly ascertain what relationship a player in a smaller role has to a main character without that relationship being explained in dialog. 

“Dance of Triumph Over the Amalekites” is intended to be a choreographed expression of the apex of Saul’s reign and his army’s triumph over the kingdom of Amalek. It is a mime of Israelite Soldiers successfully fighting Amalekites. It is not intended to have musical accompaniment. Once Saul was anointed king, the early days of his rule were days of optimism, unity and strength. This ‘dance,’ occurring early in Saul’s reign, should show Israelite Soldiers moving in a harmonized way, suggesting their courage and skill as warriors as they fight for their new king.

Regarding the depiction of Goliath, though he is a famous character in the story, his role is relatively small. Ergo, an actual character may not need to be shown. One way to accomplish this is to set up a translucent screen upstage (perhaps elevated, as if a hilltop) facing the audience, with a bright spotlight behind it where Goliath and his shield bearer will be. When they step in front of the spot light, their silhouettes are projected on to the screen from behind. When Goliath moves closer to the spotlight, his silhouette on the screen grows larger. By coordinating the positions and movements of Goliath and his shield bearer in front of the spotlight, Goliath’s silhouette can be shown as a giant and disproportionally larger than that of his shield bearer. The script was written assuming the producer/director will depict Goliath in this way.

Link to the song “Saul Has Slain His Thousands”
https://www.noteflight.com/scores/view/e1fe0f587814d5f0b4732575c0ea660cd6c5920f
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