“The Gospel Adventure, A Holy Week Odyssey.”

By Gaye Ahlers

Summary: As would be suggested from the title, this play covers the period of Holy Week from Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter (Resurrection) Sunday.  This play has a Biblical emphasis in terms of how Old Testament prophecies concerning the end of Jesus’ ministry and death are fulfilled in the Gospel account, mostly in the book of Matthew. There is also an evangelistic thrust which relates to how the life of Jesus impacts both nominal Christians as well as unchurched non-Christians with the reality of God’s love for them. 
Style: Religious drama with comedy/fantasy elements.
Duration: Approximately one hour.
Cast Size: About 34, but people would have the flexibility to play more than one role.
Scripture references: Matthew 21: 1-11, Zechariah 9:9, Zechariah 13:7, Matthew 26: 26-30, 32-41, 69-75, Matthew 27: 11-25, Isaiah 53: 4-8, 10, Matthew 27: 27-33, Luke 23:28, Matthew 27:41-42, Luke 23:39-43, Matthew 27: 45-48, John 19:30, Mark 15:39, Matthew 28: 1-8.

Setting: Done from a combination of contemporary and Biblical themes, the setting of the play contains variations from scene to scene, from the home of Diane and Dennis 

circa 2009, to both Old Testament and New Testament times. 

Major Characters:
Diane: a nominal Christian woman who does the “religious” things of going to church and practicing her faith in a superficial manner.

Dennis: Diane’s husband who begins as a defiant unbeliever who believes that if he does the “right” things that he is okay and does not need God.

Gabriel: God’s messenger angel who accompanies Diane and Dennis on their journey into Bible times to witness the greatest events of history-Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Biblical characters (Jesus, Peter, Zechariah, Isaiah, Pilate). These characters are portrayed as written in the Bible.

Minor Characters
Servant girl: At the house of Caiaphas, who accuses Peter of being with Jesus on the night He was betrayed.

Barabbas: The criminal accused of insurrection who is released from prison in exchange for Jesus at His sentencing.

Roman soldiers/centurion (2-3). These mock, whip and scourge Jesus prior to His crucifixion.

Criminal #1 and Criminal #2: They are on crosses on either side of Jesus during His crucifixion.

Women who go to the Tomb (3): These women bear linens and spices early on Easter morning and are surprised to find that Jesus is risen from the dead.

Four persons who declare praises to Jesus on Palm Sunday (either gender).

A crowd of 5-10 people who are present when Pilate sentences Jesus to death (both genders)

Paul and Vickie: A committed Christian couple who just “happen” to go to Diane and Dennis’ home right after their adventure. What a God connection in His perfect timing!
Act I, Scene 1
(Setting: The home of Diane and Dennis, present day. Diane enters the back door of the couple’s home from a church service early one Sunday afternoon in early April, and enters the kitchen. Dennis is in the nearby family room, lounging in the recliner.)

Dennis: It’s about time you got home from church today. Did the priests have to burn extra incense and sing those funny songs that sound like Gregorian chants?

Diane: Well, today was Palm Sunday, and….

Dennis: What is that green stick in your hand?

Diane: It isn’t a stick, it‘s a palm leaf. Palm Sunday is the day in the church calendar which remembers when Jesus went into the city of Jerusalem, and crowds of people hailed him as the King, waving palm branches at him.

Dennis: Oh yeah! I remember seeing an ad in today’s paper for a Palm Sunday sale at Tom’s Furniture! You buy a sofa, and the chair and love seat can be bought for half-price! And there’s another one at GreatMart - 60% off of all men’s and women’s clothes, from 8 AM until 12 noon only!

Diane: Honey, don’t you understand? People were beginning to recognize that Jesus was in fact the Messiah and the King, the King of the Jews.

Dennis: So what’s the big deal about a King and Messiah? We have a president in this nation, a governor in this state, my boss, and the police…so much authority! We have to pay income tax, property tax, sales tax, I have to serve on jury duty next week…and now you’re talking about a King that we have to bow down to? This is the whole reason why I won’t go to church - to have to go there on Sundays, holy days of obligation, then you have to go to confession and pray all those silly prayers…I just want to stay in my recliner and watch the Cubs game right now!

Diane: You know, honey, I don’t really know what the true purpose of Palm Sunday is or what is so important about Holy Week in general. I know that Jesus died on the cross and rose again, but why are these stories so important to our lives today?

Dennis: How about throwing some burgers on the grill? I’m getting hungry!

Diane: All you think about is food! Well, okay, I’ll start to fix lunch.

(A bright light shines in the kitchen. At first, Diane covers her eyes, and then quickly falls to the floor, obviously terrified. A form of an angel appears before Diane.)

Gabriel: Diane, I have come to answer the questions on your heart.

Diane (stunned) Wh…wh...Who…are. you?

Gabriel: I am Gabriel. I have been sent by the Lord God Almighty to give you the answers that you seek about Jesus the Messiah and King. Where would you like to start?

Diane: Oh….umm…uh…well….can you tell me why Christians observe Palm Sunday?

Gabriel: That is easy to answer. First, let’s go back in time to the days of the Old Testament prophets.  (At this point, Gabriel begins to wave his wing up in the air. Diane in response reels back and throws her hands up in the air._

Diane: Wait a minute, Gabriel! You just can’t do that to me! I’m a married woman, and in fact, I have to prepare lunch for my husband!

Gabriel: You and I are going to enter another dimension that is unaffected by normal time on earth. We will be gone for a little while, but your husband will not even notice that you are gone. His eyes are glued to the Cubs game anyway - they’re already beating the Brewers 2-0 in the first inning.

Diane: Well, okay. Dennis is quite a Cubs fan, so he won’t miss lunch for awhile. 

Gabriel: Just stand still, Diane. You’ll see a bright light again; you may want to close your eyes because you could be blinded. I’ll tell you when to open your eyes.

(A bright light flashes, then the scene changes.)

Scene 2

(The setting is ancient Israel in Old Testament times. The prophet Zechariah is standing at the Temple steps. Diane is stunned.)

Diane: Who is the funny looking man wearing the robe?

Gabriel: That is the prophet Zechariah. He is addressing the people of Israel. Listen!

Zechariah: Listen O People of Israel! Give a shout of triumph, O Zion! Look and see that your King is coming to you. Your King is a righteous, victorious King, but He is humble. He is riding on a donkey’s colt. This is the King who will bring peace to all the world and His Kingdom will extend from one side of the earth to the other.

Diane: Who is the King that Zechariah is taking about?

Gabriel: Don’t you see? You celebrated this today at your church. The story of Jesus riding on a donkey’s colt was actually prophesied several hundred years before Christ was born. God’s Spirit breathed on Zechariah to declare the prophetic word that Jesus Christ, the King of the Nations who would bring peace to the nations, so the people of Israel would have hope in the coming Messiah.

Diane: What did the people of Israel do about this word?

Gabriel: Many of them ignored it and thought it was just a bunch of nice words that would never be fulfilled. But the Hebrew scribes and priests took this to heart and meditated on it over the generations, in order to look earnestly and expectantly for its fulfillment. This brings me to the next part of our journey…

Diane: Wait a minute, Gabe (can I call you that?). I thought we were only going to be gone for a few minutes.

Gabriel: Remember, Diane, that God and His heavenly realm is outside of time as you know it. It may seem like we will be gone for several hours, but when you return, everything will be just as it was in the first inning…I mean, right before I came.

Diane: Are you sure YOU are not a Cubs fan? Personally, I’m a Cardinals fan, and I’m already sensing the rivalry between us.

Gabriel: Diane, don’t you really want to know the truth of why you believe what you think you believe? I mean, don’t you want to know why you do the things that you do at church? This is really all about you and your husband’s eternal destiny in God!

Diane: My husband could care less about church, even about knowing God. What difference is this trip through time making for either one of us?

Gabriel: God has sent me to you today to show His love for you and your husband, and His desire for both of you to come to know the truth about Him and come into a saving relationship with Him.

Diane: If this trip is going to make that kind of difference for us, you better put on a good show for me!

Gabriel: Oh, Diane! This will be more than a show. What you will experience, if you will open up your heart to it, will change your life and that of your husband.

Diane: Okay, Gabe. Let’s do it! I’m closing my eyes.

Gabriel: Good girl! 

(The bright light flashes and the scene changes to the outskirts of Jerusalem near the Mount of Olives at the time of Christ.)

Scene 3

(Diane looks around and is amazed.)

Diane: Wow, this scene looks just like I would have thought it did when the Scripture was read this morning at church! Look at the throngs of people. And they have their coats and palm branches that they are spreading on the road. Oh, my…it can’t be!

Gabriel: Yes, Diane, it is Jesus Himself on that donkey.

Diane: Would Jesus see me if I waved at Him?

Gabriel: As a matter of fact, yes He would, because like I said before….

Diane: I know, I know. God’s Kingdom is outside of time, and….

Gabriel: And God knew you long before you were even conceived in your mother’s womb.

(The crowd is shouting “Hosanna, Praise God for the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna!” Jesus is waving at people in the crowd.

There are four people in the crowd who say the following to Jesus:)

Person #1: “Praise God for the Son of David! Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise God in highest heaven! (Matthew 21:9-10)

Person #2: “Praise God! Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Praise God in highest heaven! (Mark 11:9-10)

Person #3: “Bless the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in highest heaven! (Luke 19:38)

Person #4: “Praise God! Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hail to the King of Israel!” (John 12:13)

(Jesus then looks at Diane, winks at her, smiles and waves.)

Diane: Hosanna to Jesus, the Son of David! I love You! Oh Gabe, this is such an awesome experience that Jesus would not only pay attention to me, He even smiled and waved right at me! Can I go up to him?

Gabriel: Sorry, Diane, you can’t do that, because in that case, you would be rupturing the fabric of history. Even though Jesus and you can wave to each other, you can’t go near him or touch Him because you would take your 21st century personage and superimpose that on the 1st century gradient, and history would be changed.

Diane: How would history be changed if I touched Him?

Gabriel: I’m not really sure, but God told me to warn you about doing something like that. After all, He is omniscient.

Diane: Gabriel, how can I know this Jesus for myself? He seems so loving and kind.

Gabriel: Well, Diane, you must know the rest of Jesus’ story in order for you to understand how to know Him in a personal way. So now it’s off to our next destination!

Scene 4
(A flash of light engulfs Gabriel and Diane, and they go back to the Temple in Old Testament times. Zechariah is once again prophesying.)

Diane: Gabe, is that Zechariah again? 

Gabriel: Yes, God has given him more to say about Jesus the Messiah which shall be fulfilled.

Diane: God must really trust Zechariah with a lot of secret stuff about the life of Jesus.

Gabriel: Zechariah was found trustworthy by God Himself to release the prophetic words that even Jesus stated must come to pass. Listen…

Zechariah: Awake, O sword against my shepherd, the man who is my partner, says the Lord Almighty. Strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered…

Diane: Okay, why is he talking about livestock here? And who is the shepherd?

Gabriel: Zechariah is using an analogy to refer to Jesus Christ as the shepherd and the sheep as His disciples.

Diane: Does “striking the shepherd” have anything to do with Jesus going to the Cross?

Gabriel: Yes, and as you probably know Diane, from your many years of hearing the Word at church, the disciples left Jesus after He was arrested.

Diane: So that’s the sheep being scattered, right?

Gabriel: Absolutely. Now that you understand this prophecy, let’s go back to the last time that Jesus spent with His disciples before He was arrested. 

(The light flashes once again.)

Scene 5

(Gabriel and Diane are in an upper room at night with Jesus and His disciples.)

Diane: Gabe, is this what I’m thinking it is?

Gabriel: If you’re thinking the Last Supper, you’ve got it right!

(As the disciples eat the meal, Jesus takes a loaf of bread and asks God’s blessing on it. Then He breaks it, gives it to His disciples and says:)

Jesus: Take this and eat of it, for this is My Body.

(Jesus takes the cup of wine and gives thanks to God for it. He gives it to them, saying:)

Jesus: Each of you drink from it, for this is my blood, which seals the covenant between God and his people, It is poured out to forgive the sins of many. Mark my words - I will no longer drink wine again until I drink it new with you in My Father’s Kingdom.

(Diane slowly walks around the table where Jesus and the disciples are sitting. Diane is in awe.  As Jesus and His disciples sing a hymn and walk to the Garden of Gethsemane, Gabriel and Diane follow.)

Diane: Oh, my….this is what I do at church on Sundays. It’s one thing to hear a priest say these words, it’s quite another thing to hear them from the lips of Jesus Himself. I wish I could take Communion right now like the other disciples. But Gabe, I have one question: what is a covenant?

Gabriel: A covenant is a solemn promise that God makes to His people for their blessing and salvation. But covenants are also two-way. Man also has his own responsibility before God to follow the terms of the covenant. For Jesus, He was telling His disciples that His death on the cross, the breaking of His body and the shedding of His blood would mean forgiveness and cleansing of all sin. Man’s role is to receive and accept Jesus’ offer of forgiveness and invite Him to be Lord of your life. Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, validates the covenant that Jesus makes with His redeemed by remembering what He has done on the cross.

Diane: I think I understand what you are telling me. But what about Zechariah’s prophecy?

Gabriel: Oh, we’re getting to that part right about now…

Jesus: Tonight all of you will desert me. For the Scripture says this: “God will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”

Diane: Gabe, Zechariah didn’t really say that God would strike Jesus down, right?

Gabriel: If you remember what the prophet said to awaken the sword, that was God speaking of Himself smiting His own Son Jesus with the sword.

Diane: I think I’m getting a little too deep here, Gabe. Can I go home now and fix lunch for my husband?

Gabriel: Diane, God does not want you to be fearful or overwhelmed about what is happening here. Remember to keep your heart open and receive the truth of what Jesus has done for you. Keep watching…

Jesus: But after I have been raised up from the dead, I will go ahead of you into Galilee and meet you there.

Peter: But Master, even if everyone else leaves you, I will not leave you!

Jesus: Peter, I must tell you that before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.

Peter: Master, I am willing to face both prison and death with you. I will never deny You!

(Jesus and the disciples, along with Gabriel and Diane, walk to the Garden of Gethsemane.)

Diane: Now Gabe, this is one part of Jesus’ story that makes me cringe every time I read about the prayer that Jesus makes to His Father during Good Friday service. How agonizing that must have been for Jesus to know that He was going to have to face the rejection of others, and the physical cruelty of the Cross. Do I have to watch this, too?

Gabriel: The Lord says: Keep your heart open, no matter what you feel. God has a purpose for this for you if you will get rid of your own human grief and understand this from God’s viewpoint. Remember that this is just as much God’s plan of redemption as anything else that takes place from this point on.

Diane: Okay, I’ll do it. But don’t watch me cry, Gabe.

Gabriel: Not to worry. God saves up your tears in a bottle and cherishes them.

Jesus: My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and watch with me. 

(Jesus moves away, throws Himself to the ground, and cries out:)

Jesus: My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want Your will, not mine.

(Jesus goes back to His disciples, who are sleeping.)

Jesus: (to Peter) Couldn’t you stay awake and keep watch with me for one hour? Stay alert and pray, or else temptation will get the best of you. Remember that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.

(Diane, who was crying during Jesus’ prayer, also falls asleep.)

Gabriel: Diane!!! What are you doing? You’re supposed to be paying attention to this!

Diane: I guess I was so sad from hearing Jesus as He prayed that I fell asleep.

Gabriel: Don’t make the same mistake that the disciples made. That is how the disciples forsook Jesus when He was arrested. They were weak, and therefore they gave into temptation. Let me show you what happened to Peter.

(There is a small flash, and Gabriel and Diane are at the courtyard of Caiaphas, the high priest.)

Scene 5

(Peter is out in the courtyard, warming his hands by a fire. A servant girl walks over to Peter.)

Servant Girl: You were one of those who were with Jesus the Galilean.

Peter: I don’t know who you’re talking about.

Servant Girl: You have that Galilean accent. That shows to me that you have had to be with Jesus.

Peter: There is no way that I was ever with Jesus.

Servant Girl: And there were people who told me that they saw you with Jesus with their own eyes!

Peter: God in Heaven! I have never known Jesus!! 

(A cock crows twice. Peter looks over at the cock, stunned. He then leaves the scene, weeping.)

Gabriel: Diane, now do you see what I mean?

Diane (head bowed) ohh, yeesss..Gabbee (sobbing) I would never want to betray Jesus.

Gabriel: Are you ready for what is coming next, Diane?

Diane: Yes, Gabe?

Gabriel: We are now going to witness Jesus’ trial before Pontius Pilate.

Diane: You mean the same Pontius’ Pilate whose name I recite in the Apostles’ Creed?

Gabriel: Yes, one and the same. Notice especially how Jesus responds to the charges against them. 

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews?

Jesus: Yes, it is as you say.

(In the background, a few scribes and Pharisees are making accusations of Jesus, such as:  “He heals on the Jewish Sabbath, that He is involved with known criminals, He vandalized the Temple courts, He spoke blasphemies against God,”etc.)

Pilate: Don’t you hear these Jewish authorities making their charges against You? (Jesus says nothing)

Pilate: Guards! Bring Barabbas out to me immediately!

Guards: Yes, my liege! 

(The guards escort Barabbas, the prisoner held for causing a riot to break out, to the central court.)

Pilate: Now I understand that every year at this time, you people have a custom. You decide who to pardon from prison. So I will give you a choice - do you want Barabbas released, who is in prison for starting a riot, or do you want me to release Jesus, the King of the Jews to you?

Crowd: We want Barabbas! We want Barabbas!

Pilate: Okay, I will release Barabbas to you. But what do you want me to do with Jesus?

Crowd: Crucify Him! Crucify Him!

Pilate: But Jesus to me is only an innocent man. He has not to the best of my knowledge broken any of the Roman laws.

Crowd: Crucify Him! Let His blood be on us and our children!

(Suddenly, Gabriel lifts up his wing. Everything is silent, and another bright light flashes, Gabriel and Diane disappear.)

Scene 6
(Gabriel and Diane find themselves on the outskirts of Jerusalem, looking up on a hill. A lone figure is standing at the top of the hill in a long robe.)

Diane: Okay, Gabe, I never thought I would say this, but I’m starting to get motion sickness from all of this traveling back and forth. Are we back to seeing Zechariah in the Old Testament again?

(Gabriel touched Diane’s forehead. Diane suddenly felt much better.)

Gabriel: Yes, we are back in the time of the Old Testament. But this time we are going to listen to another prophet. His name is Isaiah. He foretold the suffering that Messiah would embrace for the sins of all people, including you and your husband. Think about what he is saying, and put you and your husband’s names in place.

Isaiah: Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God for his own sins! But He was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were healed! All of us have strayed like sheep. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the Lord laid on Him the guilt and sins of us all! He was oppressed and treated harshly; yet he never said a word. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter. And just as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. From prison and trial they led him away to his death…But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and fill him with grief. Yet when his life was made an offering for sin, he will have a multitude of children, many heirs.

Diane: Now I know that when Jesus did not open his mouth before Pilate, He was fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy.

Gabriel: Very good, Diane, you are right! Before we move on, there is one important thing that we need to do.

Diane: What’s that?

Gabriel: We need to go forward to 2009 and bring your husband with us. But first I want to give you a chance to talk to him on your own.

Diane: Forget it, Gabe! Dennis is the type of person who wants nothing to do with church, let alone God! I get tired of arguing with him about what I believe!

Gabriel: If you really loved Dennis and wanted your marriage to be better, but more importantly, that Dennis would come to know eternal life through Jesus Christ, you have already been a direct witness of some very important things in the history of the world, and you can persuade him to join us for the rest of the events of Jesus’ life.

Diane: I don’t want him to reject me. I love Dennis very much, and I don’t want to disturb where he is at right now.

Gabriel: You would love Dennis more if you would persuade him to come with us and see who Jesus truly is. 

(Diane thinks silently for a moment, and looks like she is praying. Well, Gabe, I’m willing to make one more try.)

Gabriel: Okay, when I bring you home, I will not be visible at first. And everything will be exactly at the same time when you and I left your home.

Diane: Lord, please give me strength and the right words to say.

Gabriel: God is doing that for you now, Diane.

Act II, Scene 1

(There is another bright flash of light and Diane is in the kitchen of her home.)

Dennis: Diane, you look like you’ve seen a ghost. Are you okay?

Diane: Dennis, I hope you don’t think I’ve gone crazy, but I have just been with an angel named Gabriel.

Dennis: So it is a ghost?!

Diane: Gabriel is an angel, not a ghost - big difference! Angels are beings sent by God. One of the things they do is deliver messages.

Dennis: So what message did this Gabriel give you?

Diane: Gabriel took me on a tour of the time of Jesus in the Bible. He took me first to the Old Testament prophets to hear what God would do when He sent Jesus to the earth and to die for us, and then I saw a scene of the people cheering Jesus and waving palm branches. Then I saw Jesus and His disciples sharing in the Last Supper. Then I saw Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane…

Dennis: You’ve got to be kidding? You actually went somewhere? You have not left this kitchen at all, and my lunch isn’t ready! I’m getting hungry, and I expect my hamburger to be cooked at once! 

(Dennis’ eyes suddenly get large, and there is a smell of cooked meat. On a plate is a hamburger on a bun with all the condiments, and potato chips.)

Dennis: Hey, where did this come from?

Diane: I don’t remember cooking the hamburger or fixing up your plate, Dennis.

(A flash of light appears. Now Gabriel is visible to both Diane and Dennis.)

Dennis: Are you the angel Gabriel that my wife told me about?

Gabriel: Yes, I am the messenger of the Lord God Almighty. And I am the one who prepared your lunch. You could say it is a sign…

Dennis: A sign that my wife is kooky?

Gabriel: You do not take the things of God seriously, do you?

Dennis: What difference is God supposed to make in my life anyway? I work hard all week, I pay my taxes, I obey the laws, and I take care of my wife and kids, isn’t that enough?

Diane: Gabriel, allow me. Honey, where do you think I would go when I die?

Dennis: That’s a stupid question, Diane. 

Diane: Dennis, please answer the question.

Dennis: I don’t know…maybe heaven? You go to church every week and you do pray from time to time.

Diane: What about you? Where do you think you would go?

Dennis: (pausing, staring at both Diane and Gabriel). Well, isn’t there that place called Purgatory that when you die you sin a little bit, the sin gets burned out of you and then you go to heaven?

(Gabriel and Diane both have frowns on their faces.)

Diane: Honey, at this moment I honestly don’t know where I would be if I were to die right now. If there was a God, and you had to stand before Him right when you died, what do you think He would do? 

Gabriel: Besides, there’s no such thing as Purgatory. That is a man-made religious doctrine that soothes people into thinking that they could sin just a little bit and not get terribly punished.

Diane: But you know, Dennis, today I met Jesus for the first time. I mean I really met Him! I could feel His love go right through me, like warm syrup pouring into my heart. I want to know more about Him. Sometimes it has been painful, and I know that the most agonizing part lies ahead in my journey, but I want to know the truth of what Jesus did to forgive my sins and set me free. I want to invite you to go with us to see Jesus for yourself.

Dennis: What will I have to do to get ready for this journey? Can I eat my lunch first?

Gabriel: Diane, I think that before we go on, I want you and Dennis to take a break for a little while and eat lunch. When I come back to pick you both up, the rest of the journey will be arduous, so you will need your strength.

Diane: Thanks, Gabe. We’ll see you pretty soon. 

(Gabriel leaves in a flash, Dennis and Diane go to the dining room table to eat lunch, already oblivious of the ball game on the TV.)

Scene 2
(The scene changes to a courtyard outside the Pontius Pilate’s quarters. Gabriel, Diane and Dennis watch in silence as these events take place. Roman soldiers are mocking Jesus. The soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus, and then place a crown of thorns on His head. Bowing before Him, they mock Him.)

Soldiers: Hail, King of the Jews! 

(The soldiers laugh and mock Jesus, beat Him and spit on Him, then take away the scarlet robe and lead Him out to be crucified.)

Scene 3

(A crowd is watching the procession of Roman soldiers leading Jesus off to be crucified. Jesus falls while carrying the cross. A soldier makes a man named Simeon carry Jesus’ cross.)

Dennis (whispering) This seems all so real!

Gabriel: That is because it is, Dennis! This is a one-time historical event in the history of all mankind - and you have the privilege to see it happen!

(Diane is weeping at the sight of seeing Jesus already bloody, beaten and bruised.)

Dennis: Diane, why are you crying?

Diane: My Jesus is going to die - it’s just breaking my heart!

Jesus (to the crowd, but looking at Diane): Please do not weep for me. You should weep for yourselves!

Diane: Jesus, what do you mean by that?

Gabriel: Jesus cannot answer you directly at this time in history. However, there is One who can reveal the truth of who Jesus is and your own need for Him. He is the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that the Spirit would guide you into all truth. Why don’t you ask the Holy Spirit to do that for you? Just ask Him to make Jesus real to you.

Diane: Okay. Holy Spirit, please make the truth about who Jesus is real to me while I am still here.

Dennis (to Gabriel): I think I am beginning to see that my wife is becoming a changed woman. 

Gabriel: And God also wants to deal with your heart as well, Dennis. Where are you at in your relationship with Him?

Dennis: I really don’t think much about God - I always thought that I could just live for myself and I would be okay somehow. But being a part of history is interesting.

Gabriel: I would suggest not saying another word until you see the rest of what happens.

Scene 3
(Jesus and the soldiers, as well as Gabriel, Diane and Dennis arrive at Golgotha, the Place of the Skull. Jesus is nailed to the cross, hands first, then feet. The priests and religious specialists of the Law are mocking Jesus.

Priests: He saved others, let Him save Himself! If He is the King of Israel, let Him call down a legion of angels to get Him off the cross!

Jesus: Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.

(Two other criminals, one on either side of Jesus, speak. Dennis is watching this conversation intently.)

Criminal #1: Yeah, King of the Jews, why don’t you just save yourself and save us too while you’re at it!

Criminal #2: (to Criminal #1) Don’t you understand? This man has not done anything wrong. We deserve to die for what we did.  Don’t you fear God? (then to Jesus): Jesus, please remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.

Jesus: (to Criminal #2) Truly I say to you that this day you will be with Me in Paradise.

Dennis (thinking to himself): Is my attitude more like the first criminal? Do I not really fear God? And to see what Jesus is doing for me, a man who has turned my back on God!

(Diane is weeping profusely.)

Diane: Gabriel, I’m beginning to see the price that Jesus paid for my sins! I would rather be like the criminal who confessed who Jesus really is. 

Gabriel: Yes, Diane, Jesus did suffer the physical pain of the cross, and yes, He does forgive us like He did with the criminal that you’re speaking of. But there is more…

(Suddenly, the sky grows very dark. Jesus cries out with a loud voice:)

Jesus: My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

(One of the people in the group around Jesus gets a stick with a wet sponge on it and places it on Jesus’ lips.)

 Jesus: I thirst.

(The darkness is palpable. Both Dennis and Diane bow their knees to the ground, tears streaming down their faces. Then Jesus cries out with a loud voice.)

Jesus:  It is finished! 

(Jesus bows His head and dies. The earth shakes violently. Dennis and Diane are startled. A Roman centurion standing by the cross made this statement:)

Roman centurion: Truly, this was the Son of God!

Diane: Yes, Jesus is the Son of God!

Dennis: I agree. He is!

Diane: I do want to know this Jesus for myself.

Gabriel: All in good time, all in good time. We’re almost finished with our journey, After we watch Joseph of Aramathea gather the body of Jesus for burial, we’ll fast forward in time three days. Get ready! 

Diane: Honey, you’d better brace yourself! This time travel is a wild ride! 

(Diane grabs Dennis’ hand.)

Scene 4

(There is another flash of light. Gabriel, Diane, and Dennis appear at the Garden Tomb early on Sunday morning. They notice several women walking to the tomb carrying some linens and containers of spices.  Gabriel shifts away from Dennis and Diane and moves towards the tomb as the women approach the entrance. The stone holding the tomb closed had already been rolled away. Gabriel is shining more brightly than ever. The women fall at Gabriel’s feet.)

Gabriel: Daughters, do not fear! Why do you seek the living from among the dead?


If you are seeking for Jesus, He is no longer here. He is risen from the dead, just as He has already told you in advance. If you will see the inside of the tomb for yourselves, you will see that it is empty. Then you are to go and meet His other disciples and let them know what has happened. Jesus is already on His way to meet you all in Galilee.

(The women go inside the tomb. There is no body, only some linens that are neatly folded up.)

Diane (running up to Gabriel) Gabe, can Dennis and I see the empty tomb too? I really want to see this for myself!

Gabriel: Wait until the women go in and leave, then you and your husband can also see the empty tomb.

(Once the women leave, Dennis and Diane go inside the empty tomb. They emerge joyful and excited.)

Diane: Jesus is risen! He’s alive!

Dennis: As you say, dear, He is risen indeed!

Gabriel: Diane, do you know why Jesus rose from the dead?

Diane: To defeat the power of death for us?

Gabriel: That’s absolutely right! Those who know Jesus Christ in a personal way don’t have to live in sin anymore, they have the new life of Christ living in them! Let us show you more…

(Several angels appear with Gabriel and rejoice with song and dancing. While this is happening, Diane and Dennis are swept by the angels to the room where Jesus’ disciples are gathered. Jesus appears before the disciples. The angels, disciples, Diane and Dennis, and Jesus are all dancing and singing as well.)

 Gabriel (to the audience) Now you might all think that this is the end of our story and the journey that our couple have been making. But in the next few minutes you will see how Diane and Dennis are about to begin a whole new journey for their lives. Watch…
Act III, Scene 1

(There is another flash of light, and Dennis and Diane are back in 2009 in their kitchen. Gabriel is no longer with them.)

Diane: Where’s Gabriel?

Dennis: I don’t know. It seems like everything that I saw was like a very vivid dream, but it was so real.

Diane: But it was real, just as real as the food on our table, as real as our home, as real as our love for each other. That’s it, honey. The love of God, it’s so real. How I wish I could truly know it for myself.

(The doorbell rings.)

Dennis: Who could it be at this time of day? I’ll see who it is. 

(Dennis opens the door. Paul, the next door neighbor and his wife, Vickie, greet Dennis.)

Dennis: Hi Paul, hi Vickie! What brings you here today?

Paul: You know, Dennis, we’ve been neighbors for a few years now. But as you know, Vickie and I go to this great church…oh, wait a minute…I think you have told me before that you never want to have anything to do with church…

Dennis: Please, you two, come right in! Let me tell you about an experience that Diane and I just had today that you would be interested in… 

Diane, in background…is that Vickie? I really need to talk to you!

(Diane and Dennis have Paul and Vickie sit at the table with them while they share their story of their journey with Gabriel. Fast forward to the end of the conversation.)

Paul: You know that Jesus died for your sins. He paid the price on the cross so you can live a life that is more joyful and abundant than you can imagine! Sure, there will be challenges, and the Christian life is not the easiest life to life. But living for Jesus and doing His will is certainly worth the cost! Would you and your wife want to know this Jesus for yourselves as your personal Savior and Lord?

Dennis and Diane (in unison) Yes!

Paul: Then Vickie and I will pray this prayer. Just repeat it after us. And those of you in the audience, if you have never given your lives to Jesus Christ, here is your opportunity to do so right now. All you need to do is to pray this prayer after me and will in your heart to commit your life to Christ. Let’s bow our heads and hearts to Him:

Lord Jesus, I have been a sinner and have rebelled against You. I am sorry for all of my sins and humbly ask for Your forgiveness. Please cleanse me of my sins in Your blood and come into my heart. Make me a new creature, for the old self is passing away and I am becoming a new creation in You. Please come into my life now, Lord Jesus, and save me. I commit my life to you to do Your perfect will from now on. In Your Name, Amen.

(Diane and Dennis rejoice, hugging Paul and Vickie, and praising God for their newfound salvation in Christ Jesus.)
.................................................................................... 
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