XMAS ANGELS
By Jacob de Bruyn

Contact: jpjdebruyn@gmail.com
Introduction
The New Testament nativity stories mention the role of angels a number of times.
Xmas Angels looks at the same events around the birth of Jesus, but this time from the perspective of the angels themselves. 

Whilst the story is pure fiction, it follows the basic Biblical narratives fairly closely. 
Synopsis
It is a few years before the year zero CE. The birth of the Messiah has unexpectedly been brought forward, and Archangel Gabriel puts a young and inexperienced Events Management Team in charge of taking care of proceedings on earth. 

Lead by ‘Junior Angel’, the team tries their best, but do not always succeed in achieving their goals. In fact, most of the time, things seem to go wrong. 

Message
God’s plans are realized notwithstanding seemingly contradicting evidence

Genre
Comedy, mostly
Characters
Main characters:

The stage play features eight angels. They look like people - they do not have wings…
Support cast:

+/- Fifteen human characters; small, mostly non speaking parts. The humans only feature in video clips shown in between scenes on stage.
Angels:
Archangels Gabriel and Michael are the senior angels, and older than the others. 

The ‘Nativity Events Management Crew’ is young and energetic, but inexperienced. They are (preferably) from mixed cultural backgrounds, male and female. 

Dress Code: Gabriel and Michael: neat, semi-formal; Others: casual, contemporary.
Archangel Gabriel (Male): General Manager in charge of the Regional Office. Patronizing.
Archangel Michael (Male): Theoretically on the same level as Gabriel, but also his superior, as he is from Head Office
[Gender note: She could possibly be female: Archangel Michaela]
Gabriel’s PA: Personal Assistant, not Personal Angel 
Nativity Events Management Crew
Junior Angel: Name never given, always called by his/her title. Acting Manager of the events department; ambitious and self-confident, but never arrogant. Not always clued up on matters of faith. In charge of this special project.
Junior’s Team
Angel Guardian

Angel Herald – messenger
Angel Artisteriel  - in charge of music
Angel Reportorial – location reporter; observer status only, does not (normally) interfere 

Humans:
Joseph

Mary

Shepherds x 4

Astronomers x3

Zechariah and wife

Home owner

Herod

Egyptian customs official

George Frideric Handel
Technical Production Notes
Videos
The play consists of two components: live acting, and video projections on a big screen, serving as transitions, or establishing shots between some acting scenes. (Big screen video projections are also used in communications between head office and Reportorial while on missions to earth) 

The videos mostly show what is happening on earth, as opposed to the acting on stage, which takes place somewhere in ‘heaven’.

Videos need to be short, just long enough to facilitate change-overs between scenes

Set

The set is basically divided into two sections. 

It reflects a type of corporate set up with the Manager (Gabriel) and his PA in a biggish, classy office (possibly quite a minimalistic, clean space), next to the cluttered, somewhat chaotic open plan area where the Events Management team works. 

The open plan area includes individual angels’ workstations, a boardroom table (serving as the ‘Boardroom’), and a Music Studio, doubling up as a Communications Corner.

Walls:

Walls do not extend to the full length of the stage so as not to obscure the audience view (walls are extended by implication rather than being there physically).

Doors:

The set has doors between the open plan office and Gabriel’s PA, and the PA and Gabriel’s office. Also a door in the open plan office (short) outer wall. The rationale:  Angels from the lower ranks need to go through doors, while archangels do not have to - they walk around walls, suggesting that they are not bound by built structures.

[Note: The ‘door thing’ is just a bit of fun, but if it is impractical it can be cut out entirely, with only minor changes to the script] 

Lighting:

Acting only takes place in one office at a time, so the section of the stage in use is lit, while the other side is dark.

Communications Systems:

Communications systems are sometimes video/audio, sometimes audio only.
Scripture references
Main 

Matthew 1:1 – 2:14

Luke 1:1 – 56; 2:1 – 20

John 1:1 - 12

Incidental

Matthew 20:16, Luke 13:30

Luke 1:37

John 1:46 

2 Peter 3:8

Gen 38:13

Joshua 2:1

2 Sam 12:5

Psalm 50:10

Fee (Stage Play)

For a bad production: US$ 100

For a good production: Free

****************************************************

XMAS ANGELS

____________________________________

[Opening] VIDEO
Establishing shot: Camera tilts up from earth into the night sky…dissolves through to downtown type building entrance, with slightly dilapidated sign:
Angels Regional Office: Middle East, Africa and Ireland.  

Sub-title
A few months BCE
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 1a
Junior Angel’s career
Gabriel’s PA’s Office
 (JUNIOR, PA, GABRIEL)
____________________________________
(Everything is very quiet. PA works on laptop/tablet/screen device.

Suddenly: Loud crash-sound as Junior, with fake wings, crashes into an office wall/partition. PA gets big fright; Junior slowly stands up; PA sighs, then carries on typing without commenting) 

JUNIOR (while pulling off the wings mumbling), 

Still needs some work….
JUNIOR  

(Regaining his composure)

Morning Personal Angel

P A (matter-of-factly, looking at her work device)

Personal Assistant. And not Personal Assistant to everyone. Personal Assistant to Archangel Gabriel, as you may very well know. 

(PA looks up at Junior) 

And for someone in trouble as often as you, you really should be mindful of what you say.

JUNIOR

Of course. Is Gaby in?

GABRIEL (appearing behind Junior) 

Looking for me by any chance, Junior Angel?

JUNIOR

Umm…

GABRIEL (smiling insincerely)

Please come through

(Gabriel walks around the wall)

JUNIOR (whispering to the PA before going through the door into Gabriel’s office) 

I hate it when he shows off…

____________________________________

SCENE 1b

Gabriel’s Office
GABRIEL, JUNIOR
____________________________________
GABRIEL (already sitting behind his desk, not looking up from his computer type device)
 Do sit down.

JUNIOR

Sir, about my career options…

(Gabriel carries on working. His heavenly designed type mobile phone beeps, possibly with a corny Christian hymn ringtone).

GABRIEL

I’ll be with you now...

(Another pause while Gabriel sends text message)

GABRIEL (eventually looking at Junior)

You came to see me?

JUNIOR

Sir, I think I’m…

GABRIEL
…in line for a more senior position.

JUNIOR

Yes…

GABRIEL 

So soon?

JUNIOR

It’s been a while…almost a millennium.

GABRIEL

Surely you realize that up here a thousand years is like one day?

JUNIOR

That’s what you said last time Sir, and I really think it’s been enough millenniums or days or whatever… 

Tell me the truth Sir: is it because I’m Hispanic?

[Note: JUNIOR can be from any racial background, as long as this remark refers to any group other than his/her own – best if it is a perceived marginalized group]

GABRIEL

Come now, Junior Angel, you know…

(then, surprised) 

You are Hispanic?! 

JUNIOR

No, but I’m often mistaken…

GABRIEL

Yes. As I was saying, the guiding principle is that ‘the first will be last and the last will be first.’ You understand what that means don’t you?

JUNIOR

Yes: Heaven is an equal opportunity employer

GABRIEL
‘Employer’ is hardly the appropriate term, but your basic observation that everyone is equal is correct.

JUNIOR

About my promotion: Apart from being on the same salary scale for a very long time, I’m presently acting in the manager’s position, which also has been vacant for a very long time now…

(Gabriel stares at JUNIOR, not saying anything)

JUNIOR

A few centuries actually.

GABRIEL (considering something in his mind before looking at JUNIOR and answering)

All right then, here’s the deal: The birth of the Messiah is due shortly.

JUNIOR

Shortly? I thought it’s scheduled for the 

year zero.

GABRIEL

It’s been brought forward. (Pause) 

It’s your project. If you want it.

JUNIOR

But I’m only a junior.

GABRIEL

According to your personnel file you’ve been Acting Manager for a few centuries now…Anyway, it was decided at a very high level that it should be a low key event, so I’m confident that even you will be able to handle it. Of course, if you are successful, we can re-evaluate your position. 

JUNIOR

Thank you, Sir. That would be a great challenge and an honour.

GABRIEL

Low key, Junior Angel.
Transition to next scene:
Junior goes through the door to the open plan office, while other angels enter randomly through the outer door into same office. Gabriel exits around his office wall.

While this is happening, lighting goes down in Gabriel’s office while the open plan lights up
[Note: This is the standard procedure for transitions between scenes without video transitions]
____________________________________

SCENE 2
JUNIOR meeting with team
Boardroom
 (JUNIOR, GUARDIAN, HERALD, ARTISTERIEL and REPORTORIAL)
____________________________________
JUNIOR (confidently)

It is going to be the biggest event you can think of! It’s going to put the Events Department on the map. I see VIP’s and world leaders coming from all over the globe; I see an outdoor music concert; I see stars lighting up the night sky… 

GUARDIAN

I heard that it’s meant to be low key…

JUNIOR

Well Angel Guardian, let the Acting Manager put you in the picture: There is low key, and there is low key - it all depends on the context, and in this case the context is that humankind has been waiting for the coming of the Messiah for centuries .

ARTISTERIEL

It’s going to need a host of angels…

JUNIOR

For the time being, Angel Artisteriel, this is the team. And Angel Reportorial will also assist.

REPORTORIAL

I only do reporting, I don’t get involved.

JUNIOR

Thank you Angel Reportorial, I have seen your job description.

REPORTORIAL

Just saying.

HERALD

It’s going to be impossible…

JUNIOR

Nothing is impossible…

HERALD 

For Head Office yes.

JUNIOR

Thank you Angel Herald, that’s enough.

Now: there’s a lot of work to be done. Your tasks will be posted on your personal information systems. Please follow them carefully and be ready for our next meeting.

____________________________________

VIDEO
Bored, yawning shepherd waiting for the Messiah
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 3
Michael’s courtesy visit
Gabriel’s office
 (GABRIEL, MICHAEL, PA)
____________________________________
PA (on audio intercom system (pop-up microphone popping up out of nowhere?)) 

Archangel Michael from Head Office…

(Michael enters Gabriel’s office)

GABRIEL

Archangel Michael, please come inside.

MICHAEL 

Hello Gabriel. Just thought I’d pay you a courtesy visit.

GABRIEL

You don’t do courtesy visits Michael. But you can be rest assured though that all arrangements concerning The Event are under control.

MICHAEL

Word is you have appointed a rather inexperienced member of staff to handle The Event?

GABRIEL

Like I said, there is no need to fear…

MICHAEL

Angels do not fear Gabriel, although you know what they say about fools rushing in…

Anyway, we have full confidence in you.

GABRIEL

Of course you do…

____________________________________

VIDEO
Sheep grazing

Music: Sheep may safely graze, by Bach – up-tempo
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 4
Preliminary planning meeting
 Boardroom
 (JUNIOR, GUARDIAN, HERALD and ARTISTERIEL)
____________________________________
GUARDIAN

There is no royalty available to attend. How should I proceed?’

JUNIOR 

Make a plan!

(Turning to Herald) 
Angel Herald, can you give us an idea of the geographical location for the arrival of the little King?

HERALD

Yes, it’s approximately 31.7031° N, 

35.1956° E…
JUNIOR

The country, Herald.

HERALD

Palestine.

JUNIOR

Middle of the desert in the Middle East?

GUARDIAN 

Yes, that is what was prophesied.

JUNIOR

OK, I suppose Jerusalem is important enough.

ARTISTERIEL

It’s not Jerusalem.

JUNIOR

Politically too unstable?

GUARDIAN 

No, the prophets claimed that it would take place in Bethlehem, a small town to the south of…

JUNIOR

Yes, yes, I’ll Google it. 

HERALD

There is a problem though…

JUNIOR looks at him, question mark expression.

HERALD

The Messiah’s parents-to-be are currently residing in Nazareth.

ARTISTERIAL (mocking slightly)

Can anything good come from Nazareth...?

JUNIOR (Ignores Artisteriel’s remark)

Can we not arrange a big football match in Bethlehem?

ARTISTERIEL

The only known sports at this stage are things like athletics and boxing, and that’s mostly done in Greece.

JUNIOR

Well, how about we arrange a census where people have to be counted in their place of birth. Caesar Augustus is greedy enough to want to know how many people should pay tax.

GUARDIAN 

Excellent idea!

JUNIOR

I know. Now, tell me about the designated husband and wife.

(ANGEL GUARDIAN and ANGEL HERALD look at each other)

HERALD

The couple is Joseph and Mary.

JUNIOR

That’s good…Joe and Mary...nice, marketable names. Backgrounds?

GUARDIAN 

Joseph is a carpenter, and Mary is a pleasant but uneducated young woman.

HERALD

Very young…

JUNIOR

So they are not royals?

ARTISTERIEL
 Well, there are sort of two different versions of Joseph’s genealogy doing the rounds: the one traces his roots through the line of King David, the other one is a bit less regally inclined.

JUNIOR

Well David’s is the obvious one then isn’t it? 

GUARDIAN
 There is slight problem though.

JUNIOR (looks at Guardian, waiting for them to continue)

GUARDIAN

There are a number of characters who lack, shall we say, integrity.

HERALD 

Not the type of family members one would mention in good company.

JUNIOR

Such as?

HERALD

Well, the ancestral line goes via King Solomon, whose mother was married to Uriah before his untimely death, and the whole exposé of King David’s affair by the prophet Nathan… 

JUNIOR

I’m familiar with the details. Who else?

ARTISTERIEL

Well there is Rahab…

JUNIOR

The…

ARTISTERIEL
…sex worker, yes. And then there is Tamar and the incestuous incident with…

JUNIOR
…her uncle. Yes, unfortunately there is a whole lot of misinterpretation involved in that story, but I get the picture.

GUARDIAN

There is one other thing. The chosen couple is not…umm… married, they’re only engaged at this stage.

JUNIOR

Well, get on with it, let’s arrange a wedding!

GUARDIAN

I’m afraid there’s not enough time…there are all sorts of rumours going around in the community.

(Junior question mark expression)

GUARDIAN

Mary is already pregnant .

HERALD

And Joseph insists it wasn’t him… 

____________________________________

VIDEO
Joseph doing woodwork, (frustrated and aggressively)
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 5
Handel’s messiah
Music Studio/Communications Corner 
(JUNIOR, ARTISTERIEL)
____________________________________
JUNIOR

How is it going with the musical arrangements?

ARTISTERIEL

We have a few options.

(Plays part of an instrumental version of Jingle Bells)

JUNIOR

Don’t be ridiculous. What else?

(ARTISTERIEL plays few seconds of Mary’s Boy Child by a Boney M-sound-alike band)

JUNIOR

Catchy, but not quite what I had in mind.

ARTISTERIEL

There is a piece I’ve composed which you might like.

(Artisteriel plays bit of Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, including “For the lord God omnipotent reigneth
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah
For the lord God omnipotent reigneth”)

JUNIOR

You’re not thinking of miming this are you?

ARTISTERIEL

Oh no, it will be genuinely live. This was just pilot recording.

JUNIOR

Stylish piece of music. Pity it will only be used once.

ARTISTERIEL

We could “inspire” some classical composer with the music later on in history…

JUNIOR

Whatever. Oh, and please, change the lyrics to contemporary language, no one talks like that.

ARTISTERIEL

Of course.

JUNIOR

Have you lined up any musicians?

ARTISTERIEL

This will obviously be performed by a symphony orchestra and full choir of heavenly voices. 
____________________________________

VIDEO
Someone with a wig resembling Handel, playing the Hallelujah Chorus on piano.
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 6 
Travel request
Gabriel’s office
 (GABRIEL, JUNIOR)
____________________________________

GABRIEL

What is this travel request for?

JUNIOR

I need to enlighten Mary about the exact implications of her giving birth… 

GABRIEL

That is my duty. I will personally attend to it.

JUNIOR

But…

GABRIEL

Yes?

JUNIOR

I just thought it should be done less formally.

GABRIEL

Meaning?

JUNIOR (not very confident on how to say this)

Well, there’s a little bit of a feeling that you may just come across a tiny bit…

(Gabriel raises eyebrows)

JUNIOR
…too strict. 

GABRIEL

And why would there be this ‘little bit of a feeling that I may just come across a tiny bit too strict’?

JUNIOR

Well, the old priest, Zechariah, could not speak for quite some time after you had informed him of the birth of his son.

GABRIEL 

That was an entirely different situation Junior Angel. He wouldn’t listen. Now if you do not wish to follow in his footsteps, I suggest you run along and get on with your project. You can shred the travel request in your office. 

____________________________________

VIDEO
Zechariah using sign language to communicate with his wife
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 7
Zechariah once more
Gabriel’s office
 (GABRIEL, MICHAEL)
____________________________________
GABRIEL 

Michael.

MICHAEL 

Gabriel. 

I believe you are personally going to educate Mary about the birth of her first born.

GABRIEL

News travels fast. 

MICHAEL

I’m a bit concerned…there was this incident recently with that babbling old priest…what was his name again? 

GABRIEL

That was a unique set of circumstances, my dear Michael. It was the result of some sort of disciplinary action if you wish. 

MICHAEL

Umm yes…not quite what I heard. Oh well, never mind. Have a safe journey, and remember to use your Universal Positioning System…

GABRIEL (slowly, emphasizing each word) 

I have been there before.

____________________________________

VIDEO
Mary doing chores 
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 8
Budget cuts
Gabriel’s office
 (GABRIEL, JUNIOR)
JUNIOR

Was your trip successful? How did Mary take the news?

GABRIEL

She was a bit troubled at first, but I explained it to her…

(pause)

GABRIEL (almost thinking aloud)

Mary is a serious young woman…

Let’s talk about your project: Seems you are a bit liberal with your budget.

JUNIOR

Certain line items maybe, but we trying not to exceed the bottom line.

GABRIEL

Yes, well unfortunately your budget has been reduced due to some cosmological financial pressures…

JUNIOR

How on earth could that happen? I thought the animals in the forest and the cattle on a thousand hills belong to us! 

GABRIEL

Us?

JUNIOR

You know what I mean, Sir.

GABRIEL

Maybe it’s a good thing you are not in charge of the Nature and Wild Life Department then, isn’t it? Anyway, the humans won’t need your help to destroy planet earth…

JUNIOR

Yes Sir, and one day the cattle on a thousand hills will belong to McDonalds.

GABRIEL

That’s quite enough Junior Angel. Now carry on with your low key project…

____________________________________

VIDEO
Cows grazing peacefully
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 9
Joseph
 Boardroom
 (JUNIOR, GUARDIAN, HERALD)
____________________________________
JUNIOR

Listen up Angels: our budget has been reduced due to corporate financial austerity measures. But our project is going ahead. We will make a success of it. 

OK. So how is Joseph dealing with Mary’s pregnancy?

PA 

(Comes in through the door hastily)

We’ve just heard: Joseph wants to divorce Mary!

HERALD

No! Mary will be stoned to death!

GUARDIAN

Don’t worry, Joseph is a decent sort of guy. Won’t make a scene in public, so he will be persuaded to leave her quietly.

PA

Can I report back that everything is under control then?

JUNIOR (confidently)

Of course!

(PA exits)

JUNIOR

This cannot happen! Angel Herald, I want you to visit the Joseph dude and reassure him that Mary is the woman for him. How is she doing by the way?

HERALD

She’s going through a list of baby names…apparently she likes Abdullah or Hamish

GUARDIAN

What about Brian…

(JUNIOR gives Guardian a dirty look. 

A message comes through on Junior’s laptop/tablet/mobile device. JUNIOR reads it)

JUNIOR (matter-of-factly)

Herald, please also inform Joseph that the baby must be called Jesus, as per an official communiqué from Head Office. You can leave this afternoon. Oh, and please don’t give them your “Greetings, Earthling” bit, just now he thinks you’re an alien from another planet and not a messenger from heaven. 

____________________________________

VIDEO

Joseph holding Mary tenderly

____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 10
Accommodation assistance
Music Studio/Communications corner
(GUARDIAN, REPORTORIAL - voice)

GUARDIAN (on audio comms to Reportorial)

Angel Reportorial, I need a favour…

REPORTORIAL

How can I help?
____________________________________
____________________________________

VIDEO
Home owner in doorway, Joseph and Mary asks for accommodation. The owner says he does not have accommodation available. Reportorial appears between them and kicks the home owner on the shin, then disappears again. The owner changes his mind quickly and says: Of course there is the…(fade video to black before he says what is available)
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 11a
Accommodation
Open plan office
 (JUNIOR, HERALD, GUARDIAN, ARTISTERIEL)
____________________________________
GUARDIAN

Junior Angel, there’s a problem.

(JUNIOR waits for Guardian to continue) 

GUARDIAN

We couldn’t find proper accommodation for Joseph and Mary. 

JUNIOR

Caesars Palace?

HERALD

There isn’t actually a Caesars Palace in Palestine. It will only be built in a few centuries from now, in another desert, not in the Middle East.

JUNIOR

King’s Plaza? The Holy Land Inn?

GUARDIAN

Your plan to get Caesar Augustus to do a census backfired…umm…worked so well, that it seems more people went to Bethlehem than our original estimates suggested.

(Pauses for dramatic effect)
All the hotels are fully booked. 

JUNIOR

Bed & Breakfasts?

HERALD

Nope.

JUNIOR

So what then?

GUARDIAN

Well, we got a private residence, but the available room is relatively close to where the animals are kept…cows, a donkey, some chickens…

JUNIOR

They keep their animals inside the house?

GUARDIAN

It is winter time, and it’s sort of the done thing…

HERALD

At least it is nice and cozy; it has all the elements of a romantic story…

JUNIOR

Next thing you’re going to tell me that there is no cradle and the baby will have to be put in the feeding trough?

HERALD

It sounds better if you call it a “manger”.

JUNIOR (upset, not getting the irony of his comment)

This is the last straw…

ARTISTERIEL (rushing into the office, interrupting) 

Mary has gone into labour!!

____________________________________

Scene 11b

Music Studio/Communications corner
(JUNIOR, HERALD, GUARDIAN, ARTISTERIEL, REPORTORIAL)

____________________________________
(They move to the corner and dial up the video/audio link on communications system to speak to Reportorial) 

JUNIOR

Please bring us up to speed on what is happening, Angel Reportorial.

REPORTORIAL

The Saviour has just been born. And mother and baby are fine.

HERALD

Well, I suppose you could say they are in a stable condition 

(JUNIOR gives Herald a dirty look)

____________________________________

VIDEO
(Traditional) nativity scene
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 12
Shepherds
Junior’s office
 (JUNIOR, ARTISTERIEL, GUARDIAN and HERALD)
____________________________________
JUNIOR

Run that past me again: a full symphony orchestra with 30 voice choir performed an intricate musical piece to some cowboys in the field?

ARTISTERIEL

Actually they were shepherds… 

GUARDIAN
…watching their flocks by night.

JUNIOR

Sounds like one of our resident artist’s compositions.

ARTISTERIEL

No. Well maybe. Now that you mention it, It has potential .

JUNIOR

I was being facetious, Angel Artisteriel. Now: I hesitate to ask, but…(pause)…how big was the audience?

ARTISTERIAL

There were about 8 or 9…actually there were 7…but I’m happy to say that they quite enjoyed the performance…after they got over the initial shock that is

JUNIOR (again, slightly sarcastic)

I know you are into your music Artisteriel, but how exactly did this happen?

ARTISTERIEL

The musicians first went to the wrong location. Apparently there is another Bethlehem… somewhere in the Free State…
[Note: There are towns called Bethlehem in many areas: about 14 in the USA, as well as the Netherlands, New Zealand, Wales, etc. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem to select a suitable one]

JUNIOR

The Free State.

GUARDIAN

Yes, in South Africa. We searched the Internet, but nothing came up.

HERALD

Apparently not the kind of place you would want to stay in voluntarily.

JUNIOR

I get the picture.

GUARDIAN

Maybe it’s just as well. Those shepherds are known for being dirty and smelly, and they trespass on other people’s property so their sheep can graze. A future King may not want to be associated with them that closely.

____________________________________

VIDEO
Rural town scene, with excited shepherds.

Music: While shepherds watch their flocks by night
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 13
Astronomers, gifts
Boardroom
 (JUNIOR, GUARDIAN & HERALD)
____________________________________
JUNIOR

So, the celebrities are on their way?

GUARDIAN
 As per my communication…umm…there had been a slight change of plan…

JUNIOR

How slight?

HERALD

Well, the only people available for the all-star celebrations were some astronomers.

GABRIEL (entering the office)

How is everything going Junior Angel?

JUNIOR (quick thinking, pretending confidently)

A few hitches here and there, nothing major…

GABRIEL 

Of course. (must be clear that he knows what’s going on)

(Gabriel leaves)

JUNIOR

Astronomers?!

HERALD

Yes, from the East

JUNIOR

Great! Now the Indians and Chinese are included in a Jewish nativity story.

GUARDIAN

Well, it is supposed to be an event of universal importance…

JUNIOR

I know exactly how significant it is meant to be, Angel Guardian.

Was the gift voucher problem sorted out?

HERALD

Actually, we found out that gift vouchers are not in common use yet. But we manage to provide them with some gold, frankincense and myrrh.

JUNIOR (by now quite sarcastic)

Excellent. Metal, hydrocarbon, and some dried leaves.

GUARDIAN

Frankincense and myrrh are highly sought after…sort of in the absence of baby powder.

JUNIOR

Maybe we should keep this quiet…could we leave it out of our report? No one is writing this down, are they?

HERALD

Not at the moment, they’re stronger on oral tradition. But there is a medical doctor who is quite interested in history. Maybe also some devious tax collector who’d like to sell his memoirs sometime in future?

JUNIOR

I’ll take my chances.
___________________________________

SCENE 14
Right star, wrong place
Gabriel’s office
 (MICHAEL, GABRIEL)
____________________________________
MICHAEL 

I heard about the so called ‘three wise men’.  Now, putting aside the gender representation within the group…

GABRIEL (interrupting)

They are astronomers…

MICHAEL (carries on unperturbed) 
…who followed a star which ended up in the wrong place?

GABRIEL

The star was in the correct location. The problem was that the humans’ telescopical technology is not that advanced yet, causing them to miscalculate the position slightly

MICHAEL (on leaving the office, turns around):

You do know that the astronomers went to ask directions from Herod himself? And you do realize that he is a very dangerous man?

GABRIEL 

(Looks at Michael, hesitates for a moment, then calls Junior on an audio communications system) 

Junior Angel, do you have a moment?
___________________________________

VIDEO
Herod sharpening a bayonet
____________________________________
____________________________________

SCENE 15
Warn the astronomers!
Open Plan Office
 (JUNIOR, HERALD)
____________________________________
JUNIOR (charging out of Gabriel’s office, sliding into his own office)

Herald! Get ready to visit the astronomers immediately and tell them to under no circumstances return to that psychopathic maniac Herod!
HERALD

What about Angel Reportorial, she’s right there?

JUNIOR

She’s a field reporter, she is not supposed to get involved in situations

HERALD

Yeah right. 

Has the travel plan been authorized?

JUNIOR

Just go! 

Herald rushes out, almost bumps into Gabriel

GABRIEL

Herald…? 
____________________________________

VIDEO
Astronomers sit around a map, drinking coffee
____________________________________

____________________________________

SCENE 16 
Herald returns
Junior’s Work Station
 (JUNIOR, HEROLD)
____________________________________
(JUNIOR is slumped in his chair, no energy left. Herald walks into the office)
JUNIOR

That was quick?

HERALD

I did not actually have to do anything. Seems Head Office took care of it – probably too important to leave in the hands of the Events Department?

JUNIOR

I’m toast.

HERALD

That only happens on the other side, not here.
____________________________________

SCENE 17a
Crisis management
Boardroom
(GABRIEL, JUNIOR, GUARDIAN, HERALD, ARTISTERIEL, REPORTORIAL)
____________________________________
JUNIOR (slightly more relaxed, leans back in his chair)

OK, things seem to be under control again. The astronomers were instructed not to go back to Herod. Anyone for coffee?

GABRIEL (pops in, unexpectedly as usual)
JUNIOR (quickly sits up straight)

Of course there’s no time for relaxing, Team.

GABRIEL

(Looks at JUNIOR a little suspicious. Then a Christmas tree in the corner catches his eye)

Interesting. Pray, tell: what exactly is that?

JUNIOR

Oh. That’s just something the Marketing Department came up with. They call it ‘branding’.

GABRIEL (smiling)

JUNIOR

It has a star on top…

GABRIEL

I can see that. How lovely.

(Smile disappears)

But right now you might want to change your priorities from branding to Herod, Junior Angel…

(Gabriel leaves)
__________________________________

Scene 17b

Music Studio/Communications Corner

(GABRIEL, JUNIOR, GUARDIAN, HERALD, ARTISTERIEL, REPORTORIAL)
____________________________________
 Junior walks across to the Music Studio/Communications Corner, switches on the video/audio communications)

JUNIOR (panicking just a little)

Reportorial, what’s going on?

REPORTORIAL (appears on the screen)

Things don’t look good. Herod is reported to be furious.

(Guardian and Herald join Junior)

GUARDIAN (coffee in hand)

Why?

REPORTORIAL

There’s no telling what he will do now, but it was reported that his Chief of Army visited him at his office.

JUNIOR

We have to get Joseph and his family out of there urgently!

HERALD

Maybe take them to Lebanon or Jordan…

GUARDIAN

Lebanon! Are you mad? And Jordan is unpredictable.

ARTISTERIEL

The Trekking Channel featured Amman recently, and it seemed like a nice place.

HERALD

Lebanon has got nice beaches.

JUNIOR (irritated) 

It’s not a holiday tour. They may have to flee for their lives

GUARDIAN

OK, I think Egypt will be the least complicated. 

ARTISTERIEL

It’s also mentioned in the scriptures…

REPORTORIAL (touching little earphone, TV reporter style) 

Junior Angel, I’ve just received information on Herod’s meeting with the army: they plan to kill all boys two years and younger!

JUNIOR

What are you waiting for Herald? Go and warn Joseph and tell him he and his family must leave for Egypt right away!

Guardian, set up a travel communications link for Herald!

(Herald leaves in a big hurry. Junior and others wait impatiently)

REPORTORIAL 

The soldiers have started to move out of their barracks…

JUNIOR

Have we got comms with Herald?

GUARDIAN

Angel Herald, this is Heaven’s Regional Angel Office responsible for the Middle East, Africa and Ireland calling…

JUNIOR

Oh cut the protocols Guardian!

HERALD (Video link changes from Reportorial to fuzzy video link with Herald)

I’m almost there, but I may be too late. The army is almost there as well

(Video link goes totally fuzzy. Artisterial quickly moves across to his work station, fiddles on his computer/tablet. Slight pause)

GABRIEL (steps into the office again)

Everything under control Junior Angel?

JUNIOR (extremely stressed, stammering a little)

Joseph and his family…

ARTISTERIEL (looks up and chips in)
…have left town. They should soon reach the border safely.

____________________________________

VIDEO

Egyptian border post
CUSTOMS OFFICIAL (barking)

Passport!!

JOSEPH

Umm…

REPORTORIAL appears (‘invisible’ to other characters) zaps the official with a type of tazer; the official passes out on counter.

Joseph frowns, they leave
____________________________________
Whole stage fades to black for about 10 sec.
____________________________________

SCENE 18
Project post mortem
Boardroom
 (JUNIOR, TEAM)
____________________________________
JUNIOR

Well team, I would like to thank you all for all the hard work…

(Uncomfortable, long silent pause in the room)

GUARDIAN

We’re sorry it didn’t quite turn out the way we had hoped for …

HERALD

But we all learned a lot from it …

JUNIOR

Thank you. Any final feedback?

HERALD

We managed to sort out Joseph’s travel arrangements at the last minute

GUARDIAN

The astronomers went home via an unknown route.

ARTISTERIEL

The shepherds are back tending their sheep, but the villagers say they have changed. Some of them expressed an interest in starting some reality choir contest, whatever that may be...

GABRIEL’S PA (enters Boardroom) 

Archangel Gabriel would like to see you for a minute.

JUNIOR

On my way

TEAM

Good luck Junior Angel…

____________________________________

SCENE 19
Epilogue
Gabriel’s office
 (GABRIEL, JUNIOR)
____________________________________
GABRIEL (staring out the window with his back to the door/Junior) 

How are Joseph and his family?

JUNIOR

They’re tired but safe. They crossed the border into Egypt …

Sir, I can explain everything

GABRIEL

You can?

JUNIOR

Well, almost everything.

GABRIEL 

Almost everything?

JUNIOR

Actually, no. All I can say is that I’m really, really sorry. I was tasked to do something, and I failed. There’s no excuse.

GABRIEL (turns around, looks at JUNIOR
 a while before speaking)

I have a letter for you from the Angels’ Resource Unit. It is signed by Archangel Michael. 

JUNIOR

Yes Sir…

GABRIEL

You have been promoted to Senior Angel. 

I trust that you will act according to your responsibilities.

Junior stares at Gabriel

GABRIEL

You don’t have to use doors anymore, if you so wish.

JUNIOR

Promoted?

GABRIEL

Everyone was quite happy with your performance.

JUNIOR

Including you Sir?

GABRIEL

I do not normally make mistakes

JUNIOR (long pause): 

Thank you Sir, this is…quite unexpected. 

(Another pause). 

I’d like to ask a question if I may

GABRIEL 

Go ahead

JUNIOR

This kid…

GABRIEL

Jesus?

JUNIOR

Yes. He is the Messiah people have been waiting for isn’t he?

GABRIEL

He is.

JUNIOR

But he is not going to be King…at least not right away?

GABRIEL

It’s not always easy to predict what the humans will do, but no, for now he is not going to be king in the way you are expecting him to be.

JUNIOR

Seems like he came to his own people but they did not accept him…

GABRIEL (pausing before answering)

Seems you are gaining some insight at last

JUNIOR

Thank you, Sir

JUNIOR leaves, through the door, quietly closing the door behind him.  

(Lighting fades down completely)

____________________________________

VIDEO (optional)
Contemporary Christmas shopping mall activities; Father Christmas: Ho Ho Ho
____________________________________
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